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The Fledgling 


By Emery Pottle 


O-DAY I held within my wondering hand 
A tiny bird, fresh-failen from the nest, 

So pitiful and young it has not guessed 
The- kingdoms of the air it might command. 
Winged with a power to sweep the utmost land, 
Yet glad to cheep in half-remembered fear 
Within a shelter that it fancied dear, 
Since naught but shelter it might understand. 


Poor fledgling, thou and I art strangely kin! 

As rest thy wings, so rests my soul within 

This body, that doth seem a house so warm 

To shelter me from night and cold and storm. 

But thou to-morrow shalt attain thy light, 

While-I, O God forgive! still fear the flight. 
Nap.es, N. Y. 








How to Love Our Work 


Every one knows that to lové his work is a secret 


of doing his work well ; but few know how to learn to 
love their work when such love is lacking. Senator 
Beveridge has given a recipe that will stand the test. 
In a stirring address to the members of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association in Indianapolis, on 
‘*Work and Habits,’’ he said ; ‘‘ Every man can be 
in love with his work if he will always think of how 
well he can do that work and not how easily he can 
do it.’"” There is no kind of honest labor so distaste- 
ful to one that the distaste will: not be transformed 
into positive love under that treatment, persistently 
applied. Love is not an uncontrollable feeling ; it is 
an attitude that is the direct result of our will-power ; 

and it is a plain duty to love our work as well as our 


fellows. 
Pd 
When “Time Apart” is Most Needed 


We most need to pray when it is hardest to pray. 
We most need quietness and patience when every- 
thing within us and about us is clamoring and impa- 
tient. Yet we constantly yield to the temptation of 





* choice we make. 


_ They fret and blame God. 


supposing that prayer will be most profitable only 
when we are spontaneously in the mood for it, and 
that time is to. be given to quiet communion with 
God only when it is easy to devote time to this. Be- 
cause so many make this mistake, there is a constant 
ignoring of the source of power ; and most persons, 
waiting for a time to come which never will come, 
grow steadily less able to make the most of the time 
that is theirs. At a gathering of friends who had met 
for a day of quiet Bible study and prayer, one re- 
marked that, to him, the strongest reason for the 
necessity of such a ‘‘ quiet day’’ was the increasing 
difficulty of getting to it. The high pressure of mod- 
ern life accounts for this difficulty ; and that same 
high pressure demands in us more and more of the 
power that comes only from prayer and communion. 
The busiest man is the man who can least afford to 
let his business cut into his religion. 


yal 
God’s Will Better than Arithmetic 


‘«Greatest good to the greatest number”’ 
plausible sound to it ; but it is never a safe guide to 
duty-doing. One who bases his work on that princi- 
ple is likely to spread himself so thin that neither a 
great number nor a small will get much good from his 
efforts. Christ's rule was to give himself chiefly to 
serving one ata time, He suggested that ‘‘he that 
is least among you all, the same is great’’; and he an- 
nounced the awarding of eternalife to those who have 
ministered ‘‘unto one of these my brethren, even 
these least.’ Nowhere does the Bible even hint at 


has a 


great numbers as a test in determining one’s duty. 
The only test a man need consider is : ‘‘ Js this God’s 
will for me?’’ God may call him to serve a great 
multitude ; but when God does, he will make the duty 
plain by other reasons than merely the count of heads. 
And those who serve great numbers effectively do so 
by virtue of concentrating their efforts chiefly on one at 
atime ; for the one-at-a-time method is the secret of 
the greatest good to the greatest number. 


x 
The Exposure that Saves 


Direct argument changes the lives of few people. 
When we get deeper than the thinking processes, past 
the brain into the heart, then there is hope of convic- 
tion that will sway life. A troubled parent was seeking 
help from a friend as to how to meet the baffling 
problem of border-line amusements, in the home train- 
ing of his own children. And the answer, out of a rich 
experience in lifting people to higher planes of living, 
was this: ‘‘ The hope is in getting them exposed to 
influences which will give them a new passion.’’ A 
convincing presentation of the underlying principles 
that make border-line amusements unworthy and dan- 
gerous is helpful ; but it seldom suffices of itself. The 
new passion that grips the heart counts for more than 
the intellectual assent. Often this life-saving ‘‘ expos- 
ure’’ is abundantly found in a week's stay at such a 
place as one of the Northfield or Silver Bay summer 
conferences. Often it comes through new companion- 
ships. Sometimes a book will give it. God will help us 
to find it for those whose souls he has placed in our care. 


“Yet Afterward’’ 


HINGS are not finished* as we see them to-day. 
To-morrow they will appear larger, greater. 
The bud that you seé one morning in the garden 
will be a full-blown rose in a little while. The brown 
seed you drop in your window-box to-day will be a 
beautiful plant by and by. Wherever there is life 
there is growth. Every act has its consequences. 
We cannot foretell what results may follow from any 
‘We must always take account of 
the afterward, whatever it is we are doing, through 
whatever experience we are passing. 

People sometimes chafe when they have troubles. 
‘*What have I done,’’ 
they ask, ‘‘that God is punishing meso?’’ But God 
may not be punishing them at all. Chastening is not 
punishing. ‘* All chastening seemeth for the present 
to be not joyous but grievous ; yet afterward it yieldeth 
peaceable fruit unto them that have been exercised 
thereby.’’ The present is hard and painful, but there 
will be an ‘‘afterward.’’ Chastening now; after- 
ward, peaceable fruit. 

The figure of pruning is used by our Master. He 
tells us that every fruitful branch of the vine the wise 
husbandman prunes—the fruitful, not the unfruitful, 
branch. It is a wonderful comfort to suffering 
Christians to know that pruning is therefore really 
approval. ‘* Whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.’’ 
There is a purpose also in the pruning. It is not any 
reckless trimming, —the husbandman knows what he 
is doing. Pruning seems destructive. Sometimes it 
appears as if the whole vine is to be cut away. But 
there is an afterward—that it may bear more fruit. 

It is only when we learn this truth about life that 
we are able to live with faith and courage. Because 
they have not learned it, many people fall into de- 
spair in the midst of présent disappointments and 
sufferings. They see only the hard things in their 


circumstances, the pains that make the days almost 
unbearable, the wrongs and injustices that are crush- 
ing them. 


We need to learn to stand away from the 


immediate present, and get a view of the experience 
from a remoter distange. We see only part of the 
experience while we are in its midst. 

A visitor to Amsterdam had heard about the won- 
derful chimes of St. Nicholas. He was told that he 
must hear them, whatever else he might miss in the 
old Dutch city. The tourist did not know how best 
to lhiear the chimes, so he went up into the tower of 
the church to get as close as he could to the bells. 
There he found a man.with great wooden gloves, like 
hammers, pounding on a keyboard. All he could 
hear was the crash on the keys, the harsh clanging, 
and the deafening noise of the bells above his head. 
He wondered why his friends had talked so enthusi- 
astically of the chimes of St. Nicholas. To his ears 
there was no music in them, nothing but terrible 
clatter and clangor. Yet at that very time there 
floated out over and beyond the city the most en- 
trancing music. Men in the fields a mile or more 
away paused in their work to listen. People in their 
homes and travelers on the highways were thrilled 
by the marvelous notes that fell from the tower. The 
place to listen to bells is not close to them, but a 
distance away, where the clangor has softened into 
sweet music. 

So it is with the experiences of life. When we are 
in their midst we hear only the jarring notes of pain, 
the bitter cries of suffering. ‘‘ All chastening seemeth 
for the present to be not joyous but grievous.’’ We 
are too close to it yet. But when we get farther away, 
when the sharpness of the pain is past, when the 
hardness is over and forgotten, the music grows sweet. 
Not until the afterward comes with its comfort, its 
alleviation, its peaceable fruit, its new blessing, do we 
begin to understand the meaning of the discipline 
of the experience that was so hard. Afterward it 
yieldeth peaceable fruit. 

It is only afterward that the meaning of many of 
God's providences can be clearly read. Now we see 
through a glass, darkly ; afterward, we shall see face 
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to face. Now we know in part; afterward, we shall 
know fully. The things we think destructive and 
calamitous are blessings yet in their first stage, 
fruits still green and bitter, not yet ripened and 
mellowed, 

Life is a school. All its experiences are lessons. 
God is educating us. School is not easy. All true 
education looks to the building of the finest, noblest 
character in the end. It is especially so in God's 
school, for he is the perfect Teacher. His purpose is 
not to give us an easy time at present, but to make 
something of us afterward. Sometimes we chafe and 
fret, saying that God is harsh and severe, perhaps 
that he is even unkind, We cannot see that good 
can ever come out of the painful discipline. But there 
are lives which only in the school of severity can ever 
reach their best. 

There are some plants that would die in the warmth 
of a conservatory. They must be kept in the cold if 
they would live and grow. One of the papers not 
long since told of a strange plant recently discovered 
in northern Siberia. It shoots up out of the ice and 
frozen ground, Its leaves grow on the side of the 
stem toward the north. Each leaf appears to be 
covered with little crystals of snow. On the third day 
the extremities of the anthers show minute glistening 
specks like diamonds, These are the seeds of this 
strange plant. 

Is not this plant an illustration of many Christian 
lives? God seems to set them in beds of ice and 
snow, and yet they grow up out of the wintry cold into 
fair and wondrous beauty. We should say that the 
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loveliest lives of earth would be those that are reared 
amid the kindliest influences, under summer skies, in 
the warm atmosphere of ease and comfort. But the 
truth is that many of the noblest developments of 
Christian character come from the wintry gardens of 
hardship, struggle, and sorrow. Trial, therefore, is 
not something meant to discourage us, to stunt and 
dwarf our life and mar its beauty. The snow plant 
would die in a tropical garden. There are lives that 
never could become Christlike and never could reach 
heaven without the discipline of hardness. No hard- 
ness is too severe which teaches us to live worthily. 
‘*To serve Ged and love him,’’ says some one, ‘‘is 
higher and better than happiness, though it be with 
wounded feet, bleeding hands, and heart loaded with 
sorrow."’ 

We must have the sharp, biting winter if we would 
get, by and by, the genial spring with its bursting blos- 
soms. We must have the plowshare cutting through 
the grouna if we would have the harvest of golden grain. 
There is no trial in our lives that does not come to 
us as the bearer of a blessing. We meet a grievous 
loss when we are not profited by the hard or painful 
experience that comes to us, We cannot see this to- 
day. It seems to us in the keenness of our sorrow 
that nothing that may come in any afterward will 
make up for what we are now suffering. - But let us. 
trust God with that. If not in this life, then some- 
where in the great eternal afterward we shall be able to 
say, ‘‘Now I understand.’’ ‘All chastening seemeth 
for the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet 
afterward it yieldeth peaceable fruit."’ 





The Fable of the Sword 


Fables often serve a useful purpose; but when they 
are offered as substitutes for fact, it is’ well to avoid 
them. The Editor deeply regrets that a fable of this 
sort recently found place in a leading editorial in The 
Sunday School Times,—that of the issue of January 
11, on ‘*The Need of Everyday Graciousness.”’ 
Grant's returning of Lee’s sword to the Southern gen- 
eral at Appomattox was cited as an illustration of the 
graciousness which makes victory twice victorious, 
once by arms, and once by the heart. Whereupon a 
Virginia reader promptly and positively protests, on 
the ground that the incident never occurred. The 
Editor thanks her for the correction, and gladly makes 
amends, so far as it is possible to do so, by this pub- 
lished statement. 

General Grant's Personal Memoirs, commenting on 
‘‘The Fable of the Sword,’’ makes the facts plain. 
General Grant did not hand back General Lee's 
sword, for the simple reason that General Grant was 
more gracious than the fable makes out: he never 
even asked that the Southern officers should give up 
their side-arms. His written terms of surrender, in 
prescribing the turning over of arms, artillery, etc., 
stated : ‘* This will not embrace the side-arms of the 
officers, nor their private horses or baggage.’ The 
graciousness which was the theme of the Times’ edi- 
torial was present at Appomattox, in a form not so 
picturesque and dramatic as the fable records, but of 
a deeper and more enduring kind. 


x 
Shall We Take Our Morals from Animals ? 


It is very easy to get diverted from the real ques- 
tion in a matter of right or wrong, by taking up a 
seemingly related question. A Pennsylvania reader, 
for example, asks a question in comment on the prin- 
ciple that a lie is always and under all circumstances 
wrong, never to be justified by a worthy motive or end : 

I have just read your article on the lie of Rahab, or deceiv- 
ing for a good purpose, and it suggested to me this problem. 
We say that, where God gives us reason, he gives birds and 
beasts instinct. Now the bird will deceive you when you 
come near its young by feigning a broken leg or a broken 
wing. It is acting a lie. Is it justified? I would like to 
know what you think about the bird acting a lie. I am not 
satisfied with the answer that the bird has no moral sense. It 
is a lie acted out in nature, and we admire the bird for the per- 
fect way in which the lie is acted, and the great success that 
attends it. 

The Editor is glad that he does not have to pass 
upon the morals of birds, beasts, or fishes. He 
does not hesitate to believe that an animal may 
consciously and deliberately do wrong, as Ernest 
Thompson Seton's remarkable little treatise on ‘« The 
Natural History of the Ten Commandments’’ clearly 
proves. And he is even more ready to believe that 





an animal often is actuated by the impulse of self- 
sacrificing love. But as for making animal life a 
standard for human action, the time has not yet come 
when we are reduced to that extremity. God’s will 
for those whom he made in his own image is not re- 
vealed to them through the medium of creatures which 
have never given any evidence of a spiritual con- 
sciousness. God's will as to the inviolability of truth 
as a sacred principle of his own being, and of all who 
are made in his image, is written in letters of light 
wherever he makes his will known. Whatever breaks 
with that principle, whether in man or beast, is not 
of God's ordering. 
x 


Your Views on Life Insurance 

Life insurance is now pretty generally accepted 
by Christian people as a proper and oftentimes richly 
blessed method of providing for the needs of dependent 
loved ones whom God has committed to our care. 
The editors and publishers of The Sunday School 
Times for at least thirty years past (H. Clay Trum- 
bull, John D. Wattles, Philip E. Howard, and Charles 
Gallaudet Trumbull), have counted the thoughtful 
and moderate carrying of life insurance as one of the 
God-ordained blessings of life, and have not hesitated 
to let their belief be known through the columns of 
this paper, and to carry life insurance personally up 
to the measure of what seemed to them a plain duty. 
To do so, they have believed, is nothing more than to 
recognize the duty of providing for one’s own, and 
specially his own household, which if one does not, 
‘the hath denied the faith, and is worse than an un- 
believer’’ (1 Tim. 5 : 8). 

Nowhere in the Bible is there any injunction 
against providing for the morrow ; we are told not to 
be anxious, or to worry, for the morrow, which is a 
very different thing. To provide while we can, and 
if we can, for a need which will come at a time when 
we are likely to be unable to provide, is a duty which 
is recognized and observed on every side. It is done, 
for example, by the steward of an ocean steamer be- 
fore every voyage ; yet no one would therefore count 
the steward as sinfully lacking faith in God. 

But it is well known that not all Christians think 
alike on life insurance, just as, a century ago or less, 
not all Christians agreed. as to whether the warming 
of a church building in midwinter was a sin or a duty. 
The Times has received four or five sharp protests 
from readers who believe that the carrying of life in- 
surance indicates distrust,of God rather than a readi- 
ness to do one’s duty. Recently a subscriber wrote 
that, in view of the Times’ approval of life insurance 
in both its advertising and editorial pages, he must 
part company with the paper. The Times regrets 
this, though it still believes in life insurance, and 
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counts itself as rendering a genuine service to its read- 
ers when it brings before them the business announce- 
ments of such insurance companies as those that have 


- shown their confidence in the Times’ readers by their 


advertising,—the Prudential, New York Life, Mutual 
Life, Penn Mutual, and American Temperance Life. 

Nevertheless, The Sunday School Times would 
welcome more information from its readers on this 
large subject. Will you who read this render a much- 
appreciated service by writing at once to the Editor 
your answers to the following questions? Do not take 
the trouble to repeat the questions when you write, but 
simply number your answers to correspond with the 
questions, 

1. Do you believe in the righteousness and bless- 
ings of life insurance? Why? What have you known 
personally of its blessings ? 

2. Have you conscientious scruples against life 
insurance? What are they? 

3. Have you or has any member of your household 
ever been influenced by any advertisements in The 
Sunday School Times to inquire about or to take a 
life insurance policy, and in what company? If so, 
did you do it by writing directly to the life insurance 
company, or through a local agent or office near your 
own home? ru 

x 


Is the Magnetic Compass 
an Unsafe Guide ? 


Most criticisms that an Editor receives have been 
foreseen and confidently expected in the editorial 
rooms ; a few have the charm of unexpectedness. 
Some time ago there was published on the Times’ 
front page the following effective bit of verse by 
Ethel A. MacNish, of Toronto : 


** Turned from the north, the needle, tho’ so frail, 
Lured by a mystic voice that calls from far, 
Constant and true, through surging sea and gale, 
It trembles back again to one sure star. 


** So, far across the world’s turmoil and din, 
Spent with temptation, beaten, faint, and blind, 
May Thy voice calling clear, through mists of sin, 
Turn home our hearts, thou Lodestar of mankind !’’ 


Promptly came an unexpected protest from a North 
Carolina college treasurer, whose southern gallantry 
seems to have been outweighed, for the moment, by 
his critical zeal, for he wrote : 

I write pointing you to the error in the little poem you pub- 
lish from Ethel A. MacNish, The ‘' constant and true”’ 
should be ‘‘ unconstant and untrue.’’ ‘This, however, is a 
very common error ;. but the general reader should be cor- 
rected instead of confirmed in error. ‘The magnetic needle is 
very fickle, and cannot be a metaphor of constancy. 

Readers, mariners, and travelers in general will be 
likely to agree with Miss MacNish as over against 
her North Carolina critic. For this critic seems to 
make the same mistake, in judging the magnetic 
needle, that is commonly made by other good Chris- 
tian people in judging their faulty fellow-beings : he 
and they think more of the tremulous wavering, or 
the recognized variations, than they do of the indom- 
itable life purpose that holds steadily true in spite of that 
wavering and variation. The biggest thing about the 
magnetic needle is its reliability as a guide ; for this it is 
one of the undisputed marvels of the scientific world. 
Any superficial.observer can note its tremblings, but it 


‘took trained, scholarly scientists to recognize its 


deeper and life-saving dependableness. So of char- 
acter. Any one can point out human frailties ; it 
takes the insight of Christ-born love to see beneath 
those wavering divergencies the unchanging purpose 
in many a life to know and serve and answer only one 
Call. All men are fgrateful for the compass ; let us 
be equally grateful for the God-ordained laws of 
science that make it constant in spite of inconstancy, 
and so the type of man at his Christ-redeemed best. 


7 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ORD, we thank thee for appointing us to work, and for 
endowing us with energy that demands the privilege of 
working, and makes right work easy and agreeable. . . 

Grant us thy guidance, that our labor be not misspent and 
vain. Ennoble our daily toil with thy companionship, that we 
may work with right aim, wise method, and a light heart. . . . 
Keep us from saying or doing foolish things ; from yielding to 
mere whim, or distempered passion ; from squandering energy 
on work which thou hast not appointed us to.... Keep us 
from laboring for self, at the call of pride, or vanity, or low 
ambition... Lord Jesus, we would live and work for thee, in 
all we think, and plan, and do. Day-and night we would be 
thine,—thine in our inmost thought, in every feeling, in every 
pore in every word and act. So cleanse the deeps of the 

eart that only Christ shall reign there. .. . And thus grant us 
the joy and power of a well-spent life, of fruitful toil, and a 
Share in the triumphs of thy Kingdom. 























~~ 














LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 16 (Jokn 4 : 43-54) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





“The Big Brothers” of New York 


By the Rev. John T. Faris 


———. 








-- If you believe that a boy in the open is better than a boy in jail, you are in sympathy with the 
Big Brothers. If you believe that a boy unaided cannot always overcome the tendency of unfor- 
tunate environment, or be happy and good without any of the things which make for happiness 
and goodness, you concur in the Big Brother Platform. If you are willing to do something your- 
self to help a boy you may at once become a Big Brother, and we can supply the very boy who, 
needs you to brother him a little, to give him some fun, to show him how to be manly, to take some 
of life’s handicap off his underfed body and undeveloped mind.”—The invitation to Big Brothers. 


BUSY New York lawyer who spends his morn- 
ings at the Children’s Court, where he is deputy 
clerk, and his afternoons far up in the St. Paul 

Building, was called to his office telephone. Now, if 
this had turned out to be a business message, it would 
probably have been disposed of very promptly. But 
when the lawyer learned that it was the executive 
secretary of the Big Brothers’ movement, he forgot 
business, and talked as though he had- hours instead 
of minutes at his disposal, The half of the conversa- 
tion heard by a visitor in the office was something 
like this : 

‘« Yes, I have several commissions for you. Henry 
A wants a Little Brother as soon as you can get 
him ; he asks us to be sure he is a difficult youngster 
to deal with. ... 

‘«Got that? Well, Arthur S says the Brother 
he has had for some time is so far out of tiie woods 
that he isn’t kept busy looking after him. So he 
wants you to select another Brother for him. He 
doesn’t want an easy case, either ; we must give him 
the most difficult problem we can find... . 

‘« That's all to-day. Good-by !’"' 

Back of these messages is a story. ‘Three years 
ago last October, Mr. Ernest K. Coulter —whose 
words at the telephone have: just been told—-was 
invited to address the Men’s Club of the Central 
Presbyterian Church, New York.City, of which. Wil- 
ton; Merle Smith, D.D., is pastor. He. told of the 
work of the Children’s Court, with which, he has 
been connected from its beginning in 1902, gave a 
vivid picture of living conditions in the congested 
districts from which come most of the boys who ap- 
pear in the Court, and made known his conviction 
that these boys were victims not so much of heredity 
as of environment. 

As he spoke, he thought it was a pity that such a 
fine body of men should be content to meet simply 
to listen to talks on social problems. , What a power 
they might become if they would do as well as listen ! 
What a blessing they might be to scores of boys of 
whom he knew, if only they understood the need as he 
understood it! 

All at once one of the men interrupted him with a 
question ; ‘‘Is there anything we can do ?’’ 

The quick-witted lawyer, who had not expected 
this turn in the program, thought he would take ad- 
vantage of the opering. ‘*Yes,’’ he said, ‘‘if you 
really want to do something, and are not afraid of a 
fairly reasonable task, I want to ask each man here 
if he is willing to be the friend of at least one boy 
who has been in the Children’s Court. Show the boy 
that some one cares whether he gets on or not. Bea 
friendly adviser to him. Help him to get out of his 
environment. Be a sort of big brother to him.’’ 

The movement was born then and there, and the 
name, spoken without premeditation, stuck.. The 
Big Brother Movement it has been called from the 
moment when, stirred by Mr. Coulter’s appeal, and 
responsive to Dr. Smith’s earnest plea to adopt the 
suggestion, forty men pledged themselves each to 
look after one boy. There were business and pro- 
fessional men among them. Some of them were stu- 
dents. All lived in good homes, and had been ac- 
customed to three square meals a day. They 
were, by this agreement, to come into touch with boys 
who knew what it meant to be content with one poor 
meal a day, and sometimes did not get that; and 
many of whom lived in the streets. 

From the outset it has been understood that the 
movement was to have no connection with the Chil- 
dren’s Court. No case is-touched until it has been 
disposed of by the judge in charge. 

The first of the men to go in search of a Little 
Brother was directed to a miserable cellar in the San 
Jose Hill district. The father was dead. The mother 
seemed to be in the last stages of consumption.’ There 
was no fuel, no food, and no medicine in the house. 








An older brother was out of work. Emil, the boy 
who had been in court, —charged with taking part in 
a ‘*stone fight’’ between rival neighborhood << gangs,’’ 
—had been for some time the mainstay of the home. 
He earned a penny whenever he could, usually by 
doing odd jobs and selling papers, dodging the truant 
officer all the time. 

It was early impressed on the men that, ordinarily, 
no money help should be given—they should give 
themselves. But here financial assistance was abso- 
lutely necessary. A light apartment was rented ; the 
sick mother was given a physician's care ; a position 
was secured for the older boy ; the younger lad was 
placed in school by his Big Brother from the church, 
and was provided with a place where he could work 
after school hours. 

Three years have passed. The mother is still living, 
and in comfort. The Little Brother has become a manly 
boy of sixteen. He hasresponded to the care of his 
Big Brother. Some time ago he showed an aptitude 
for designing, and a position was secured for him in 
which he would be able to develop his talent. 

Ernest was another lad who went from the court- 
room into the hands of a patient Big Brother. To-day 
he is a trusted employee of a large financial concern. 
Three times he has been’ promoted. 

The first forty boys who were ‘*brothered’’ by the 
men of Central Church organized themselves into a 
club. Ernest was the first ‘president’ When the 
Men’s Club invited this elub‘of' their Little Brothers 
to be their guests at ditiner, Errest’s Big Brother sat 
by his sides’ Thén came -a -trial.. The president. of 
the Boys’ Club was called on fora speech! Bravely 
he rose to the occasion, and said : ; 

‘« Gentlemen and friends, I have the honor to thank 
you for your kind hospitality and trouble. You have 
taken on yourselves to let us feel your generosity and 
friendship, which I believe we hardly deserve. As 
we cannot retaliate your favor at present, we hope that 
you will be paid by us, not by inviting you to dinner, 
but by becoming men in whom you can look on in 
future and say with pride, ‘ He used to be one of the 
boys of our club.’ .. .’’ 

‘« And that boy, I verily believe, would at that mo- 
ment have been in the Reform School if one of the 
men had not gone to his help,’’ Mr. Coulter said, 
when he had related the incident. 

A Big Brother was called to Europe on business, 
His Little Brother had been a ‘‘ tough’’ boy, though 
doing splendidly while his Brother was near, But dur- 
ing his absence the boy fell in with the old crowd, and 
was brought a second time to the Children’s Court. 

‘* Please don't tell Mr. Lewis,’’ was his plea. ‘If 
he had been here this would not have happened.”’ 

When Mr. Lewis returned to the city he found the 
boy in the House of Refuge. He visited him there, 
and devoted himself to him when he came out. To- 
day he is doing well. 

Early in January, 1908, a boy was arrested for sell- 
ing transfers. . In court his story was told. His par- 
ents were dead, and his aunt compelled him to pay 
her five dollars a week for his board. As a butcher's 
boy he earned three dollars. It was necessary to 
make up the balance, The judge decided that envi- 
ronment was the difficulty here, and he was glad 
to parole the boy. A Big Brother was found, who 
secured for him work in a hospital as messenger boy, 
where he is paid seventeen dollars a month and board, 
with a chance for some schooling. 

In his gratitude, whenever he can secure a stamp, 
he writes to his Big Brother. Here is one of the 
letters : 

DEAR FRIEND : 

I am riting a few lines about my new home. I 
like it very much I am very pleased with it I was waiting 
to no what day I was going to get of but I could not wait 
any longer I hope you are not mad at me for not riting 
any sooner. As soon as I get a day of I will come over. 
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... If the lady would not of given me this envelope I would 
not have got a letter yet... . 


As each Big Brother is given a Little Brother, he is 
handed a leaflet of suggestions. A few of these are : 


You can’t enter into real sympathy with him till you 
xnow the life he lives, the air he breathes, 

Find out where the boy spends his evenings. Most of 
them spend their time in the street. It is your business to . 
provide a better place—more attractive—not to you, but to 
the boy. 

Invite him to your own home, and make him feel that 
he is welcome, It will perhaps be a new revelation of 
**home’’ to him, 

Invite him to call on you at your office or place of busi- 
ness. He must understand something of your life if you 
wish him to look on you as a brother, 

Take him to a ball game with you. There is no better 
way of ** warming up ”’ to a boy and getting him to ** warm 
up ’’ to you like cheering together. 

Don’t patronize. You may know more about virtue, 
but the boy probably is a better expert on temptation. 

Find out whether he attends Sunday-school or church, 
and take him with you to your own, 

Get him to assume some responsibility, and realize his 
duty to help others ; for example, help a blind man across 
the street ; observe little habits of politeness. 

Above all remember that you are a Big Brother, that 
you were once a boy, and be patient. Your boy is not yet 
aman; it’s your task to make him one, 


Just at first nothing is said to the boys about at- 
tending church or Sunday-school ; the Big Brothers 
do not wish to frighten them, But in almost every 
case they find their way to church. Of the original 
Central Church club of forty boys there is scarcely 
one who is not now in Sunday-school. Their teachers 
say that some of their best boys are Little Brothers. 

One night last winter Dr. Smith, who* never loses 
an opportunity to help in the movement, spoke to the 
boys at a monthly meeting. In closing, he said : 

‘«Come down to the church and see me, boys !"’ 

Not long after, on Sunday evening, five ragged boys 
came into fashionable Central Church after the be- 
ginning of the service. Two of them had not had a 
hair-cut in months. The church was warm, so as 
they walked up the aisle they took off their coats. 
Then, resplendent in red flannel undershirts, they 
took seats. They were recognized as boys from the 
Club, and were given a cordial reception. 

The growth of the work made necessary the organiza- 
tion of the Executive Council. C. H. Holbrook, a 
student at Union Theological Seminary, was chosen 
Secretary. The city was divided into half-a-dozen dis- 
tricts. Now, when the name of a boy is reported to 
the secretary, it is referred to the district organization 
in the center nearest his home. 

For other men’s clubs have taken up the work so 
well begun at Central Church, until now there are 
about 600 men in the city who have devoted them- 
selves to the interests of Little Brothers. On Novem- 
ber 15, 1907, at a Big Brothers’ dinner, more than 
thirty different organizations, all engaged in this work, 
were represented. One hundred and twenty-five Big 
Brothers were present. 

At a meeting of the Men’s Club of Central Church, 
a month later, the Right Rev. David H. Greer, the 
Hon. Elbridge T. Gerry, and the Hon. Stewart L. 
Woodford spoke of the splendid results already ap- 
parent. They agreed that many municipal and social 
problems can best be solved by just such activity. 
The boys who get into trouble are, as a rule, leaders, 
If they are started in the right direction they will be 
a tremendous help tothe community. But if they 
are left to themselves they will be a tremendous cost, 
since they will drag down others with them. 

There are a few failures, of course. The secretary, 
who keeps a card record of all the boys and of the 
Big Brothers in charge, reports that less than a dozen 
of the six hundred whose names are on file have come 
back to the Children’s Court. Two of these have 
been reclaimed, and are now doing well. 

The boys are not alone in receiving benefit. The 
Big Brothers themselves share in the blessing. ‘* They 
have a new outlook on life. Their faces shine with a 
new light. They begin to realize what the giving of 
the least bit of self to a brother in need will do for 
them.’’ They are learning the message of Lowell : 


‘* Who gives himself with his alms, feeds three, — 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and Me.’’ 


The end is not yet. The movement is still spread- 
ing in New York City. And from other cities come 
inquiries from those who are eager to see Big Brothers 
at work for the boys of their own communities. In at 
least one city the work has been already organized, 
and these Big Brothers, by lifting up their stumbling 
Little Brothers, are trying to follow Him who came 
‘«not to be ministered unto, but to minister.’’ 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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There is no treasure in our mind’s storehouse more precious than that of a Bible verse that 


has become golden to us through its association with some rich personal experience. 
every one treasures one or more such golden verses from the Bible. 


Almost 
Recently the readers of The 


Sunday School Times were invited to co-operate in a plan to increase the intelligent memorizing 
of Scripture by sending to the Editor ‘‘a verse and a reason”: some one Bible verse especially 


precious to them, and a very brief account of the reason why. 


Here is a pageful of responses to 


this request. A second instalment will be published at an early date. 


Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life.—Prov. 4: 23. 

In the city where I was attending school a young man 
shot his employer and a rival employee and himself. A 
pastor of the city used this text to explain the possibility of 
such a tragedy. One’s spiritual culture, guarded or neg- 
lected, determines one’s self-control or lack of self-control. 
The text is very valuable to me in all of life’s affairs.— 
C. M. Rohrbaugh, Freeport, Lil. 


All have sinned.—Rom. 3: 23. 

When a youth in college, I heard the Bible spoken of in 
a fashion quite different from what I had become accus- 
tomed to in the home, and began to.wonder if anything in 
the Bible was true. I spoke to an old pastor about it; 
quoting the above verse, he replied to the following effect : 
‘*You may have honest doubts regarding much that ap- 
pears in the Bible, but you cannot doubt the truth of that 
statement, and if you honestly want to believe the Bible, 
tell God you believe that verse and ask him to help your 
unbelief. He will then lead you, step by step, until you 
can believe, the rich promises the Bible has for those who 
feel that they are sinners in God’s sight.’’—A, Benton, 
New York, 


But seek ye first the kingdom of Gad, and his right- 
eousnesy; and all these things shall be added unto 
you.—Matt. 6: 33. 

This verse was the balm in Gilead to heal my sin-sick 
soul. I had long sought worldly pleasures, but at last 
found satisfaction and joy in the thought of that verse, that 
my Father holds the wealth of the world in his hands to 
dispense to his children at will, and that all we have to do 
is to make him our first choice.—A/argaret A. Glover, 
Baltimore, Mad. 


Fear thou not; for 1 am with thee: be not dismayed; 
for I am thy God : I wiJl strengthen thee; yea, I wili 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness.—Isaiah 41 : 10. 

In my early experience I had a hard time to engage in 
public work, through timidity and lack of self-confidence. 
One day, after a dismal failure in a debate and in an 
extemporaneous speech, the president of the literary so- 
ciety of which I was a member came to me and said: 
‘¢T am ashamed of you. I thought you had been a local 
preacher for two years, Surely you are missing your call- 
ing ; you ought to be down among the preps.’’ This re- 
buke almost floored me, It was eight o’clock on Sunday 
morning, May 27, 1894. I did not eat much breakfast, 
but went to my room, shut the door, and prayed for God’s 
direction with reference to my life’s work, I determined 
in my heart to decide that day for or against the ministry. 
I went to a grove of pines, and there I poured out my 
heart to God. I had not prayed long before the words I 
have quoted came to me. I rose, timidity all gone, and 
with the absolute assurance that God had set me apart for 
the gospel ministry. That verse has been very precious to 
me ever since.—/ohn Hall, Lecd City, South Dakota, 


Casting all your care upon him ; for he careth for you. 
—1 Peter 5:7. 

In September, 1862, as our regiment expected to engage 
in a fierce battle, one comrade said to another: ‘If I 
perish, return this Bible to my mother.’? Another: ‘If 
1 fall, send this hymn-book to my father.’’ And a third: 
**If I am slain, my sweetheart shall receive this watch,’’ 
all manifesting intense emotion and deep solicitude. One 
of our captains, a Christian, calmly, tenderly, repeated the 
verse I have given. The effect was most comforting. 
Often since the verse has sustained me under trying human 
and divine experiences.— Name withheld by request, 


Be still, and know that I am God.—Psalm 46: ro. 

In the flash of an eye, my youngest brother was taken 
from us by death. It was so sudden, so unexpected; we 
were wholly unprepared for it. We were giving way to 
our feelings in tears and lamentations, when I seemed to 
hear a voice in my ear saying, ‘‘ Be still, and know that I 
am God.’’? It seemed to come from God himself, and it 
stilled my weeping, and I was able to comfort the rest of 
my family better. God had only taken his own in a way 
mysterious to us, but it was his way, and our dear one 
was prepared to go. I could say, ‘* ‘Thy will be done, he 
knew what was best.’’—/ean Gordon, La Junta, Colo. 


What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.—Mark 
IE: 24. 

I was financially distressed and physically ill. I had 
been a Christian all my life, but was in thick darkness. I 
was startled by these- words ; «had ‘read: them ‘many times 
without realizing their significance. I said : ** Am I right with 
God?’’ “Am I Ged’s: man?’ It was 7my day of -de- 


cision and consecration. My desire for selfish and foolish 
things had vanished. Since then all needed blessings have 
been supplied.—.S. H. Oakwood, Danville, Jil, 
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord.—1 Cor. 15; 58. 

This text is to me very precious, because it has kept me 
from fainting by the way, or becoming discouraged when 
some work that I had done seemed to be in vain.—A. JZ, 
Ploomington, Ind. 

Therefore take no ent saying, What shall we eat ?¢ 
or, What shall we dr nk? or, herewithal shall we 
be clothed ?—Matt. 6: 31. 

Revision, ** Be not therefore anxious....’’ Here is 
a cure for worry,—the right proportion between the eter- 
nal and the temporal. He who has given us our life 
will support it if we seek first his righteousness. One 
whose heart was illumined by his indwelling, and who is 
now with him in the city of light, used to say: ‘* Worry 
about the future is foolish, because if your fears do not 
come true, you have wasted your time; and if they do, 
your strength is exhausted in worry, with no reserve to 
meet the real trouble.’’ So I try to cast my care on Him, 
—Arthur H. Allen, Lakehurst, N. /. 


Children, have ye any meat ?—John a1: 5. 

At the close of a teachers’-meeting among the colored 
people of North Carolina, I asked what verse of John 21 
was most impressive to each one present. One old auntie 
promptly replied: ‘* The fifth. Often I have been hun- 
gry, with nothing in the house to eat, and this verse has 
been a comfort.”’—Wawmie withheld by request. 

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and will show 

thee great things, and difficult, which thou knowest 

not.—Jer. 93:3. | P 

My father, who is a minister, was really ‘‘searching ‘the 
Scriptures.’’ One day, as he came to this verse, he finally 
exclaimed in a tone full of joy and enthusiasm: ‘‘I have 
found what I have searched long and diligently for.’’ Had 
it been:a hidden treasure or some sudden acquisition of 
wealth, he could not have expressed more pleasure and 
satisfaction, The lesson to me was of great value. It 
magnified anew God’s rich storehouse to the honest and 
faithful seeker.—M/rs, H. L. Hutson, Georgetown, Ky. 

And we know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.—Rom. 8: 28. 

The training of my home led me early in life to intellec- 
tually accept the Christian religion. I reached manhood, 
and had become absorbed in the affairs of life without a 
public expression of my belief or assuming the duties and 


obligations of a Christian, although I depended upon the. 


promises of God for every blessing. A sermon having 
this verse for its text led me to believe I could not claim 
the promises until I had truly accepted Christ, and shown 
my love to God by obedience and conformity to every ex- 
pression of his will. It led to my conversion.—W. C, 
Chamberlain, Dubuque, Lowa. 

Those things, which ye have both learned, and re- 

ceived, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God 

of peace shail be with you.—Phil. 4: 9. 

Some years ago, when I was memorizing this verse, the 
question came to me, ‘‘ Is God the same now as then ?”’ 
I answered, ‘‘ Yes.’? Then came the further question, 
‘* Why don’t you accept this as yours?’’ I hesitated a few 
minutes, and said, ‘‘ 1 do, now.’’ A great peace Stole into 
my soul, and the thoughts which had been troubling me 
for days as to how my expenses would be met after Christ- 
mas (seeing no prospect of work) passed away, and my 
heart was full of singing. I had only three idle days after 
Christmas.—Zdeanor M. Spence, Philadelphia. 

For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee.—Heb. 13: 5. 

In my student days, I was brought near to death’s door 
by pneumonia. I thought I was dying, but had an intense 
longing to live, because I felt my work was not done. My 
mother asked me if I was afraid to die. 
quoted the text that I have given. The Lord raised me up, 
and I have spent fifty years in the gospel ministry, never being 
without a charge. All through these years this text has 
been and still is very precious.—A/ex. Parker, Pastor 
Emeritus of Presbyterian Church, Orange, Cal. 

Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou dwellin 
the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.—Psalm 37 : 3. 

Starting penniless ona tour of the-world that I might 

study the conditions of the masses, this text led -me, for 


three. years, among- many strange peoples,: safely «around: 


the globe.. When: food failed, robbers followed, or- spies 
annoyed, the repeating of ‘this text brought-relief. . When 


I said ‘*‘ No,’’ and. 
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I got into trouble, I emphasized the first phrase, and pro- 
nounced the word ‘*so’’ with mighty force.—Henry M. 
Spickler, Polo, Lil. 

Fear thou not; for 1 am with thee: be not dismayed ; 

for | am thy God: | will strengthen thee; yea, I wili 

help thee; yea, I will es thee with the right hand 

of my righteousness.—Isaiah 41 ; 10. 

Some years ago, I was taken to a hospital for an opera- 
tion. I had a horror of operations, but had to submit, 
When I was put in a chair by the nurse to be taken to the 
operating-room, all fear left me. I seemed to hear a voice 
saying the words of the text. ‘* Peace, perfect peace,’’ 
was mine. It has been my tower of strength in time of 
trouble ever since.— Name withheld by request. 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High 
shall abide under the shadow othe Almighty.—Psalm 
gr: i. 

This verse has been a wonderful source of comfort and 
peace to me in times of sorrow and perplexity. One rea- 
son, perhaps, for its peculiar power is that I memorized the 
psalm when a young girl at the request of a dear Sunday- 
school teacher, and every verse has grown most precious 
as it has fitted into my life’s experience.—/ane Héuert, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and 
teach thee what thou shalt say.—Exodus 4: 12. 

Although diffident and slow of speech, I early felt my- 
self called to be a teacher in the Sunday-school, and later 
to important offices in the Sunday-school Association, for 
which I felt little native fitness. I have found the above 
verse perhaps the most helpful in the whole Bible, and 
can gratefully testify that faith in its promise has helped 


* me ‘in many.a trying situation,—Florence A. Caie, Richi- 


bucto, N. B. 


He that believeth on me, though he die, yet shall. he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall 
never die.—John 11 : 25, 26. 

Some. years. ago, the great revelation came suddenly to 
me that my dear wife, about whom my whole life was cen- 
tered, was dying. In reading my Bible, the words quoted 
above suddenly shone forth, and assured me that my dear 
one would not die, but only go before to await me. This 
comforted me, and ever since I have cherished these words 
as a certificate of admission again to her loved presence,— 
fF. H. Tuthill, Chicago, 

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 
him will I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven.— Matt. 10 : 32. 

I was a lad of fourteen when I joined the church, and a 
few days after my baptism it occurred to me that I'had no 
special promise in the Bible for my very own.’ I began 
with Matthew to look for one, and found the verse quoted 
above. . What a thrill came into my heart.when I realized 
that, L,;jhad just confessed Christ, and.\that,; Christ. was 
pledged to.confess.me. Since then I have striven to make 
my entire life a confession of my Lord.—/unius W,..Mil- 
lard, Atlanta, Ga. 

I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 
Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an 
expected end.—Jer. 29: 11. 

Because I am measurably aloue in the world, and am a 
woman, and there is almost a caress in the words, this 
verse is precious.— Nancy Kay, Newark, N. /. 

The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth 
his trust in the Lord shall be safe.—Prov. 29 : 25. 

Brought to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ at the 
age of forty-three, out of a life of spiritual indifference and 
reckless pleasure-seeking, the first disturbing thought that 
assailed me after conversion was, ‘* How shall I be able to 
meet and endure the criticisms and jeers of my old and 
godless associates, for of course they will regard the step I 
have taken as an indication of weakness, worthy only of 
ridicule.’’ I rejoice to say that during twenty - seven 
years of Christian life I have never heard one adverse 
criticism, or one jocular remark even, referring to the step 
I took. God’s promises cannot go by default, and ‘*‘ whoso 
putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe ’’ from the fear of 
man or devil.— Name withheld by request, 

Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand 
upon a rock: Andit shall cometo gone, wee my glory 
[Rom. 8 : 18] passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of 
the rock, and wil! cover thee with my hand.—Exodus 
33: 21, 22. 

Before me was a great trial, a great surrender of my 
will. ‘That night I knelt at my bedside—for a time in 
agony too deep for tears or words. Then I said, **O 
Lord, you know that I need sleep and rest that I may do 
my work to-morrow. Let me sleep.’’ And he heard and 
answered. In the morning this message was impressed 
upon my heart and mind. It meant that my Father had 
taken’ me up and put me in the ‘‘clift of the rock.’’— 
Name withheld by request. 


Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?—Acts g : 6. 

As a school-girl I was bent upon becoming a teacher. 
Relatives, friends, and teachers used every persuasion to 
divert me from the purpose, deeming me too delicate for 
so arduous a calling. One said, ‘‘ Give up this idea; you 
will not live a month.’’ I could not answer except in 
broken accents to murmur, ‘*‘ Why did God plant this great 
desire to teach in my heart if he did not mean me to do it ?”” 


Instantly the verse came to my heart, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt - 


thou have me to do?’’ Even when on,my knees to ask 
divine guidance, only this verse came to my aid; and again 
I cried, ‘‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’’ And 
so, ‘by its continued use, day after day, I was led into the 


«desined work sooner, and in a capacity far exceeding my 


expertations.— Mrs. Adelaide C. 
Monree County, Pa. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


S FAITH acommon, or an uncommon, thing? Is 
there much of it, or little of it, in the world? Do 
most men trust, or distrust, each other? After 

you lave gotten your pupils’ interest aroused by their 
own discussion of these questions, tell them the fol- 
lowing fact (which was given to the writer by the 
man referred to): 

A ogc een importer, whose business was such 
that he had to have extensive credit dealings with 

rsons in the most remote corners of the world, whom 

e had never seen, and from many of whom he could 
never collect the money they owed him if they were 
dishonest, testified that after a lifetime of such busi- 
ness, totaling many millions of dollars, his losses 
through ‘‘bad bills,” or misplaced credit, were less 
than one percent of the amounts involved. Does 
that answer our questions ? 

The whole world—even from what we call the 
purely human standpoint—is run on faith. Business 
could not exist twenty-four hours without it. Social 
relationships would crumble but for it. Faith, in the 
sense of one person’s confidence in another, the 
general belief that people are honest, not dishonest, 
true, not false, is universal (Ridgway, last para- 
graph). Get your class to mention a dozen or so 
illustrations of it out of their own everyday experience. 
and observation. 

And now we have before us the first of the lessons 
in this year’s study of the life of Christ that strikingly 
illustrates the faith that Christ came to find and to 
train. Turn to the story, and let it be told fully, 
either to or by the class. In this presentation of the 
facts, see that the following points are covered : 

The geography of Jesus’ journey (Riddle, 1). 

What is meant by ‘this own country,’’ and why Jesus 
went there (Riddle, on vs. 44, 45.; Sanders, 2). 

What was the ‘‘seventh hour ’’ ? (Riddle, on v. 52.) 


The nobleman’s faith, and Jesus’ honoring of it, 


‘are tlie two focus-points in this record. The noble- 


man’s faith was tested four different times, and each 
time he met the test completely. What were those 
times ? 

1. When he first decided to show his confidence in the 
new wonder-worker by asking him to save his boy. Proba- 
bly his faith at this point was at its weakest ; he was des- 
perate, and ready to try anything. ; 

2. When Jesus seemingly repulsed him by the words in 
verse 48. Jesus was speaking of those whose motives were 
unworthy, who did not believe and did not want to be- 
lieve, and who demanded a sign more 4s a challenge to 
one whom they distrusted than as an evidence of good 
faith. Signs and wonders accomplish nothing for such 
people (see Riddle, on v. 48; Ridgway, 5; Sanders, 4). 
The nobleman met that test with the evidence of agonizing 
conviction and sincerity in the heart-cry, ‘* But my boy is 
dying, and I need your help.’? No cold skepticism there ! 

3. Then it was as though Jesus said, ‘*I can work with 
that kind of faith.’”? And immediately, because ‘the faith 
was so fine and genuine, Jesus proceeded to make it still 
finer and stronger with the test: ‘*Leave me and go 
home alone; thy son liveth.’’ The response vindicated 
Jesus’ confidence; silent, instant obedience showed to 
what heights the nobleman’s faith had grown by contact 
with One in whom he wanted to believe and did believe. 
Show the utterly exceptional character of this kind of faith 
among Orientals, by using the facts given in Mrs. Howie’s 
second paragraph. 

4. The last test was an unspoken one, but the greatest 
of all. _ Would the nobleman now believe in the claim that 
was made for Jesus, as to his power to be their spiritual as 
well as physical Saviour? Verse 53 gives the answer. 


So the nobleman and his boy and his whole house- 
hold gained the richest blessing that men can know. 
How did they ‘‘ happen” to get it? Go back to the 
beginning of the events that led up to it,—why, it 
wes the boy’s terrible illness! But can illness, or 
sorrow, or adversity, ever be a blessing, or bring a 
blessing ? Get your class to discuss this question ; 
and do not miss the opportunity to show them the 
blessings of sorrow so unmistakably that they can 
never forget. Billy Morn and the Limited is a story 
not easily forgotten (Ridgway, 3, 4). The front-page 
editorial, the fifth illustration, and Mr. Gordon’s sixth 
and seventh paragraphs, will be useful. 

We have been studying about faith. What zs 
Christian faith? Leave your class with two defini- 
tions of faith. Bushnell said, ‘‘ Faith is that act by 
which one person, a sinner, commits himself to an- 
other Person, a Saviour.’’ And Mr. Gordon (tenth 
paragraph) gives a word-picture of faith that is vivid 
and unforgettable. Memorize it, for your class’ sake 
and your own. 

But suppose we do not happen to have this beautiful 


John 4: 43-54. Commit verses 49, 50 


The Lesson Text 


43 And after the two days he went forth from thence into 
Galilee. 44 For Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath 
no honor in his own country. 45 So when he came into 
Galilee, the Galilzeans received him, having seen all the things 
that he did in Jerusalem at the feast: for they also went unto 
the feast. 

46 -He came therefore again unto Cana of Galilee, where he 
made the water wine. And there was a certain ! nobleman, 
whose son was sick at Capernaum. 47 When he heard that 
Jesus was come out of Judzea into Galilee, he went unto him, 
and besought Aim that he would come down, and heal his son ; 
for he was at the point of death. 48 Jesus therefore said unto 
him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no wise be- 
lieve. 49 The! nobleman saith unto him, ? Sir, Come down 
ere-my chila die. 50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy 
son liveth. ‘The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him, and he went his way. 51 And as he was now going down, 
his Sservants met him, saying, that his son lived. 52 So 
he inquired of them the hour when he began to amend. They 
said therefore unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the 
fever left him. 53 So the father knew that i¢ was at that hour 
-in which Jesus said unto him, Thy soni liveth: and himself 
believed, and his whole house. 54 This is again the second 
sign that Jesus did, having come out of Judza into Galilee. 





1 Or, king’s officer * Or, Lord 3 Gr. bondservants 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Teaching Nuggets 
By Henry F. Cope 
Logic cannot limit love. 
Faith ts friendship with God. 
When love speaks, life obeys. 
Love never has to look long for a chance to help. 


None can help this world who look only for its 
honors. 


Claiming prayer as a privilege solves it as a 
problem. 


No one ever saw much of Jesus who did not grow 
to think more of him. 


The great question ts not the one of Hts answee- 
ing, but of our asking. 

He understands life not at all who will not be- 
lieve unless he understands it all, 


How can men approach to the likeness of Him to 
whom they cannot approach in love? 


The difficulty in | at aed zs not so often the height 
of heaven as the shallowness of our hearts. 


You are not likely to set people to thinking so 
long as you are thinking of what they are thinking 
of you. 








kind of faith? Well, we shall find out from next 
Sunday’s lesson what to do about that. 


Other Teaching Points 


May we lose a loved one without losing faith? (Sangster, 
last. ) 

Which was more wonderful, Christ’s miracle of then, or 
his miracle of now ? (Foster, 3.) 

Let us think of the unseen things that God is doing for 
us (Gordon, II, 12). 

Stirring incidents of medical missions (Pierson). 


—— a 


LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 16. JESUS HEALS THE NOBLEMAN’S SON 


Golden Text: The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto him, and he went his way.—John 4 : 50 





Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate This Lesson 


LACES. —Verses 43-45 refer to Galilee in general, 
which is called ‘‘ his own country" (see on verse 
44). The promise of healing was given at Cana 
of Galilee; the cure occurred at Capernaum, The 
most probable site of the former is at Kefr Kenna, 
about four miles northeast of Nazareth. Conder sug- 
gests a locality still nearer, but there is only slight 
evidence in itsfavor. Robinson places Cana at Kana 
el-Jelil, about twelve or fifteen miles north of Naza- 
reth, arguing from the similarity of the full name. 
Capernaum was on the northwest shore of the Sea of 
Galilee, but the exact site is still in dispute, Khan 
Minyeh and Tell-Hum = being the localities most 
favored. The latter is about two miles, and the for- 
mer five miles, southwest from the outlet of the Jor- 
dan. A journey from Kefr Kenna to Tell-Hum would 
require six or seven hours’ travel. , But the distance 
from Kana el-Jelil to Khan Minyeh is much shorter. 
The fact that the nobleman did not reach home until 
the day after the cure (v. 52), favors the longer dis- 
tance. ‘ 

Time.—In December, year of Rome 780; that is, 
A.D. 27. 

Persons.— Our Lord; a ‘‘nobleman,” or ‘‘king’s 
officer,” probably in the. service of Herod Antipas, 
who was often termed ‘‘king.” Whether his office ° 
was military or civil is not indicated. Some identify 
him with Chuzas, Herod's steward (Luke 8: 3); others 
with Manaen, Herod's. foster-brother (Acts 13: 1); 
but these are mere conjectures. 

Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 43.—Zhe two days: Spoken of in verse 4o, 
—Zlnto Galilee: This seems to connect this verse 
with verse 3, what intervenes being an incident in 
the journey there mentioned. 

Verse 44.—For Jesus himself testified: The say- 
ing which follows occurs in Matthew 13: 57; Mark 
6:4; Luke 4: 24. In each of these cases Nazareth 
was the place where the saying was uttered. Hence 
some suppose that Azs own country here refers to 
Nazareth, and that Galilee is contrasted with that 
place. But it is more probable that Galilee as a 
whole is meant. The connection with verses 1-3 sug- 
gests that the apparent. success in Judza, which 
awakened hostility, led Jesus to seek Galilee, where 
there would be ‘‘no honor,” though the next verse 
shows that ‘‘honor’’ came in Galilee from his success 
in Judea, and not because it was ‘‘ his own country.” 
A contrast with the success in Samaria is improbable, 
and ‘‘his own country” can scarcely refer to Judza. 

Verse 45.—Having seen all the things: As Jeru- 
salem had been impressed by the works of Jesus, the 
provincials were ready to receive him, despite the 
proverbial attitude expressed in verse 44. 

Verse 46.—Cana of Galilee: He passed by Naza- 
reth. Weiss thinks that Cana was the temporary 
home of Jesus’ mother and family. Compare chapter 
2: 1-11.— Was sick: With a fever (v. 52). 

Verse 47.— Went: Or, ‘‘ went away.”—Besougiht 
him: Continued to do so.—Come down: Capernaum 
was ‘‘down,”’ in the depressed lake region.— Was at 
the point of death: Literally, *‘ was about to die.” 

Verse 48.—Exacept ye see: The plural points to the 
people in general.—Szgns and wonders: The latter 
term, pointing to the marvelous character of miracles, 
is found only here in this Gospel.—/n no wise be- 
lieve: The necessity for ‘‘signs” is mainly caused 
by unbelief. When the truth has been sufficiently 
attested by ‘‘signs,” the demand for more shows 
want of faith. In this case our Lord’s reply developed 
the nobleman’s faith. 

Verse 49.—Szr: Or, ‘‘ Lord,” as in verse 11; but 
implying more here than there. 

Verse 50.—Believed... and went his way ; He be- 
lieved without seeing a ‘‘sign” (v. 48), and proved 
his faith by obedience, 

Verse 52.— Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him: This would be i P. M., according to the 
usual Jewish reckoning, early enough to allow the 
father to reach Capernaum the same evening. Ex- 
planations : (1) That ‘‘ yesterday” means the early 
afternoon of the same natural day, but that the new 
Jewish day had begun. This seems improbable. (2) 
That John reckons from noon, as we do. But this 
cannot be satisfactorily proved. (3) That the father 
either in the certainty of faith or from some hindrance, 
made the journey slowly. This seems most satis- 
factory. 

Verse 54.— The second sign: As Jesus had wrought 
many ‘‘signs” before this (2 : 23; 3: 2), ‘‘second” is 
defined by what follows: at the end of a journey, oué 
of Judea into Galilee ; compare 2: I-11. 
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54 
The Unseen Network 


By S. D. Gordon 


HE Judean door was shut. It closed early. It 
can barely be said to have opened. The send- 
ing of the deputation to inquire of John seems 

to have been the only opening. ‘Then the door shut 
again ; indeed, it seems to have been slammed shut; 
you can hear the noise, 

But another door, the Galilean door, opened. It 
swung clear back, and gave an easy entrance. These 
plain Galilean country people were more noble than 
those of Judeea, in that they listened with open minds 
to what Jesus had to say. 

There is always an open door for service some- 
where; though it may not be the one we had planned, 
and hoped to enter, Jesus entered the door that 
opened, and went to work there. 

The chief city of Jesus’ own country received him 
not, but to as many as did receive him, whether a 
Judean cultured gentleman, or a Roman official, or 
the untrained Galileans, to them he gave the best he 
was and the best he had. 

Jesus is still having the same sort of door experi- 
ences; some shutting in his face; some opening re- 
luctantly and suspiciously ; some flung graciously 
wide. ‘The opening is always from the inside. Man 
opens the door—if he will. Jesus enters it—if he 
may. How is your door? 

The sense of need opens most doors to Jesus. It 
may not be very complimentary to us that it is so. 
It would be pleasant to think that the nobility and 
purity and fine ideals of God would prove so attract- 
ive as to open our doors quickly and wide to him. 

But, as a matter of fact, with the great majority the 
door of the life opens only when we are in sore need 
of some help, which we find, after trying every where 
else, that only God can give. When sickness comes, 
or death threatens, or money runs low or out, or some 
other end of the rope is reached, and a dark gulf 
opens hungry jaws just beneath, then we are apt to 
remember about God’s power. With many, God is a 
sort of emergency measure,-—useful when everything 
else fails. Some fingers never go to the door-knob 
until they have grown feverish in their desperation. 
That would be a good habit to break up. Yet his 
gracious ear hears every call, whether at the eleven- 
thirty hour or every hour, But there would be less 
emergency asking if there were habitual contact. 

A man gives his own personal attention to the 
thing he is in dead earnest about. No messenger 
will do for him, nor mere signing of generous checks, 
nor proxy voting. Everything else is dropped, and 
all the best force of his own personal persuasion and 
persistence is brought to bear, You can always tell 
where a man’s heart is by the things he gives per- 
sonal attention to, 

This man’s faith showed itself in his actions. . He 
= his beseeching, left Jesus, and started home. 

he one purpose of his coming was to take Jesus 
back home with him to heal his son by some direct 
personal touch. Now he is leaving Jesus and return- 
ing alone. He can’t see the boy to know in that way 
that his errand is successful. He has nothing to go 
on but the quiet word of Jesus. But that is enough 
for him. 

Faith is a word for the dark, where you can see 
nothing. There is no light to see with. The writer 
of Hebrews says that faith is ‘‘a conviction of [or 
about] things not seen.” This Roman couldn’t see 
his son, but he had a settled conviction that he was 
well. Faith is this: a man heading up a blind alley, 
at the midnight hour of pitch darkness, with a high 
brick wall on each side full of broken glass on top, 
and strange, uncanny noises, but swinging straight 
ahead and singing, because of some word that God 
has spoken to him, and expecting to find an open 
door at the closed end. But such faith comes only 
through contact with God, 

If we could see the unseen things that God is doing 
for us, our hearts would give a great bound, and our 
voices be ringing, and our eyes shining. When this 
man got home he found that the hoped-for change 
had occurred. He believed it when Jesus spoke the 
word, but he did not know it in actual experience 
until he got home. There are many answers to our 
prayers that have been started by God of which we 
do not yet know in experience. We may believe that 
he is working out the result we desire so much, but 
we do not know by the touch of our hand, or the 
sight of our eyes, that the thing has begun to take 
place. Butit has. True prayer never slips. 

There are men moving toward us, money being 
loosened out for our use, strong wills that are begin- 
ning to bend, hearts softening in the inner heart of 
them, keys already turning in doors about to open, 
as a result of prayer, of which to-day the praying 
ones know nothing yet by actual outer experience. 
A perfect network of unseen lines—in some cases 
stretching clear around the globe—is converging 
toward each one of us who prays, weaving out the 
answers to our petitions. Let us practise more the 
looking at the things we cannot see through faith’s 
eyes. 

“There are two stages in faith here. This man be- 
lieved when Jesus spoke the word. Then when his 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


servants came hurrying down the road with the glad 
news, and when his own eyes saw the returning 
health, and he knew by tbe feel, his faith took on a 
new quality. At first he believed about his son ; his 
whole thought centered in the boy. At the close he 
believed about Jesus ; his whole thought centered in 


-him. Faith begins by believing things that Jesus 
will do for us ; it ends bt are him, and ing 
wrapped up in him regardless of things. 


Mapison, N. J. 
54 


Orienta! Lesson-Lights 
By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie 


ESUS himself testified, that a prophet hath no 
honor in his own country (v. 44). Of the six 
governors- general in charge of Mt. Lebanon 

since 1860 not one was a native, There are hundreds of 
native Syrian Moslems, but the Welies (governors) of 
— Damascus, and Jerusalem have always been 
sent from distant provinces. Natives of our village 
are leading teachers, preachers, and priests in other 
rovinces, but our pastor and school-teachers come 
rom other districts. Two Shweir men are prosper- 
ous physicians in Great Britain, and three are in 
Egypt, while two of our village doctors are foreigners. 
Glancing over the mission field, from Hebron to 
Aleppo, and from the Euphrates to the Mediter- 
ranean, which is occupied by various American, 
European, and British societies, I find that in all the 
centers of mission work the native preachers, teach- 
ers, and helpers are not natives of the towns which 
they severally occupy. Missionaries do not assume 
that because a preacher has no honor in his own 
town he is necessarily to blame, but probably that he 
can have no adequate influence. 

The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him, and he went his way (v. 50). Gehazi would 
not have gone without the staff of the prophet, and 
the mother would not leave without the prophet 
himself (2 Kings 4: 30). Others, less exacting, were 
contented to take handkerchiefs and aprons to heal 
the sick and deliver the possessed (Acts 19: 12), 
And some were even satisfied with the shadow of 
Peter (Acts 5:15). But in any case Orientals are 
never Satisfied without something which was in real 
physical touch with the source of power which is to 
drive away sickness; so it happens now that if the 
saint, the holy man, or the shrine cannot be brought 
to the sick, then, as a last resort, some water which 
had been touched, or. blown into, by him is taken to 
the sufferer. This nobleman, therefore, is in ad- 
vance of ordinary: Orientals, and is of the same class 
as the centurion (Matt. 8 : 8), for he *‘ believed the 
word,” and went his way without a material token. 


“ 
The Power of Medical Missions 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L; Pierson 


ESUS was a medical missionary, and he sent his 
apostles ‘‘to preach the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick.” Nothing seems to open closed 

homes and hearts so quickly as the physician’s reme- 
dies and surgeon’s lancet. The nobleman was led to 
Jesus because the fame of Jesus’ healing power had 
reached Capernaum (v. 45). He first believed in 
Jesus’ power to save the body, and then in his power 
to save the soul, 

‘The story has many parallels in medical missions. 
China, Siam, and Korea are said to have been 
‘‘opened at the point of the lancet.” In Damascus, 
a few years ago, the Muhammadans were bitterly 
on the efforts of Dr. MacKinnon to secure 
ground for a mission hospital. One day the judge in 
one of the city courts came in hot haste to ask the 
doctor to come at once and save the life of the young 
son of the chief cadi—the presiding officer of the 
court. Dr. MacKinnon went, and found the boy 
apparently dying; but, with God’s help, was able to 
give him the needed remedy. As the cadi saw his 
child out of danger, he began to praise God and the 
missionary, and promised to do all in his power to 
secure a site for the hospital. Now thousands of 
patients are treated there every year, and many of 
them learn to love and obey the missionary’s Master. 

The physician’s .knowledge of the physical life 
leads men to believe also in his trustworthiness as a 
teacher of spiritual life, so that unbelievers are 
brought to accept Jesus Christ as the Divine Physi- 
cian of body and soul. i 

Dr. Hall, of Cairo, tells of the interesting case of a 
Moslem shaykh, who came to the hospital bitterly 
opposed to the very mention of the name of Jesus. 
He believed, however, in the physician’s power to 
heal, and, when he had been cured, asked for a Bible, 
saying, ‘‘Now that I have seen Jesus’ power and 
have heard his words, I cannot but believe in him.” 
When the shaykh had returned home, other Moslems 
came from his village, asking for medical treatment 
and for copies of the book that the shaykh had read. 

References for incidents: ‘‘ The Healing of the Nations," 
Wilkinson ; ‘‘ Medical Missions,’’ Lowe. 
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The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


PROPHET kath no honor in his own country 
(v. 44). Don’t let that be so in your country. 
Appreciate the goodness of your neighbors 
while they live. Your dear ones also. I went toa 
woman’s funeral the other day, and could scarcely 
get into the little parlor for ‘‘ Gates Ajar,” ‘‘ Harp 
with a broken string,” pillows, and beribboned flowers 
alore. I happened to know the r woman got no 
owers at all while she lived. Show your honor and 
love now, or your coffin flowers then will not much 
impress the neighbors, : 


A certain nobleman, whose son was sick (v. 46). 
When I was a small boy I was puzzled why doctors’ 
folks got sick and died. When a little bigger, why 
rich folks were not always happy. But now, as a 
great big boy, I know tien, 5: 11). Wealth and 
position and skill will not keep away sickness or sin. 
An old perenee tells me the sin diseases prevail 
principally on the Avenue and in the slums. Rescue 
missions are as much needed for the sons of the ex- 
alted 400 as for the submerged tenth. From your 
modest little cottage do you envy the nobleman’s 
mansion? Alas, how many noble men have ‘* sick” 
sons! Well,the Great Physician has come into Gali- 
lee, and every father can do as this nobleman did 
(Mark 2: 17). 


He went unto him, and besought him (v. 47). 
Faith. Works. Salvation. Misery and need send us 
to Christ. This from Schiller: ‘‘ When the doctor takes 
your cold, clammy hand in his, and shakes his head, 
and says, ‘all human aid is vain,’” say, Thomas, I 
think your religious views will immediately change. 
A certain shock is needed to awaken some men to 


tealities. You don’t know you are breathing until 
you can’t. Unaware of your stomach until you 
abuse it. Don’t know you have the divine home 


hunger within you until some supreme moment 
comes to show your helplessness and need. Many a 
man has been saved by his troubles, knocked into 
salvation, as it were (Heb. 12 : 6). 

Billy Miller and Billy Morn were two dear old rail- 
road friends of mine. Billy Morn was killed in the 
Harrisburg yard. He was a rare soul, and I wish 
you could have heard him tell this story in his own 
railroad way. Billy Miller was the engineer of the 
Pennsylvania flyer called the ‘‘ Limited,” and Billy 
Morn was his fireman. Both were ardent Christians 
and active workers in the P. R. R. Young Men’s 
Christian Association at Harrisburg. Up near Dun- 
cannon, when running at sixty miles an hour, they 
struck a man. They gathered him up, left him at 
Duncannon, and finished their run. Next day they 
got a few delicacies, and went together to Duncannon 
to see the man. Found a humble little home, sweet 
and clean, in charge of a young wife, and the injured 
man badly, though not fatally, hurt. Before they 
left they asked him if he was a Christian. He said 
‘*No.” So the two railroaders tarried until the last 
train to show him the way of life, with the result 
that both he and his wife were ‘‘gloriously saved, 
glory hallelieuyer !” as Billy Morn expressed it. On 
the way back to Harrisburg both Billys sat thought- 
ful and silent, gazing out of the car window into the 
night. Suddenly Billy Morn slapped Billy Miller 
upon the knee, and exclaimed in his peculiar drawl : 
‘*Say, Billy Miller, look here, if we can’t get ’em into 
the kingdom in any other way, we can hit ’em with 
the ‘ Limite?,’ and knock ’em into the kingdom !” 


Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will in no 
wise believe (v. 48). And lots of you fellows are like 
him. Will not accept Christ unless you can have 
some remarkable experience. Would you believe if 
God would do some marvelous thing? What, for in- 
stance? No, you wouldn’t; you’d say it was a 
‘*trance,” and tell us about that girl your Uncle 
Joseph knew who, when the folks came to the funeral, 
sat up before them all. Christ says you wouldn’t 
believe, and he knows (Luke 16: 31). 


Thy son liveth. The man believed the word that 
Jesus spake (v. 50). In these days of wireless tele- 
graphy, and perhaps wireless telephony, this second 
miracle that Jesus did impresses in a way it never 
‘did before. Christ did not have to see or touch the 
boy to heal him—thati mysterious power found the 
boy as surely as the message finds the ship far off upon 
the trackless sea. By the way, Frank, you wanteda 
wonder; just explain this wireless business without 
God's hand in it, if you can. Because the nobleman 
had the faith, Christ could heal his son. Find Mat- 
thew 13: 57, 58, and compare with this lesson. No 


_faith, no mighty works by Christ, by Marconi, by 


you, byanybody. The foundation of modern society 
is faith. Go ask your father how much money he 
took in to-day. He won't tell you the exact truth. 
All he got for the most part were little pieces of paper 
with some writing on them, just a few autographs. 
When you have the same faith in Jesus as your 
father has in some very bad writing, Jesus can say 
to your father, too, ‘‘ Thy son liveth” (John 11: 25, 26). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 





‘LESSON FOR.FEBRUARY 16 (John 4 : 43-s4)-_ 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

lesson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson, But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
name and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage. 

The dates cn which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar, later lessons being due three months in advance. 


6. May 10.—The Mission of the Holy Spirit (John 15 : 


MRIs pte na. 6-4 Serbs OE oo ue Feb. 8 
. May 17.—Jesus Betrayed and Denied (Jobn 18: 1-27)” Feb. 15 
§ May 24.—Jesus’ Death and Burial (John 19: 17-42) ” Feb. 22 


Faith in the Elevated Road—v. 45. 


.AVING seen all the things that he did in Jeru- 
salem (v.45). Dr. Francis L. Patton of Prince- 
ton says: ‘‘ When the elevated railroad was 

first started in New York the people were a little 
timid about riding on it; so the proprietors of the 
road took great pleasurein notifying the public of the 
fact that this road had been subjected to a most ab- 
normaland enormous tonnage, and that consequently 
people of ordinary weight might deem themselves 
quite safe in traveling over that road. I feel the 
same way about the Christ, that I can take my way 
to heaven above the din and dust of daily life because 
this elevated road has had all the world upon it for 
twenty centuries, and has ier no sign of instabil- 
ity."—John C. Tourtellot, Fairbury, Neb, 


How Affliction Opens the Way for Blessing—v. 47. 

He went unto him, and besought him that he 
would come down (v. 47). How often has affliction 
caused the one who had been heretofore indifferent 
concerning spiritual things to turn his thoughts 
toward God! A wealthy young man, in search of 
diversion, was traveling in Africa, accompanied only 
by a native servant. One day, as they pitched their 
tents, the man informed him that a white missionary 
was living in the village just beyond them. Surmis- 
ing that he and the missionary would have nothing 
in common, the traveler did not take the trouble to 
look him up. One day, however, he fell from a cliff, 
breaking both of his legs. Immediately he thought 
of the missionary, and sent his servant in haste to 
beg-the man to come to him. While the missionary 
was not a physician, he had some knowledge of sur- 
gery, and was able to relieve the young man, whom 
he took at once to his home. Enforced association 
with the missionary led the young man to give him- 
self to Christ, and gave his life the purpose it had 
hitherto lacked.—Wattie M. Boteler, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


Walking by Faith—v. 50. 

The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him (v. 50). It is sometimes said -it requires faith to 
cross a bridge. But that is more sense than faith. 
We see fresh wagon tracks leading up to the bridge, 
and we know the use of a bridge ; we see that this 
one has been tried, and we do not hesitate. But to 
come to a river led by no preceding footsteps, to be 
told there is a bridge which we cannot see, and then 
to walk across the viewless supports—that is faith.— 
Ruth Elsheimer, Niagara Falls, N. Y. Fron the 
Golden Censer. ; 


The Trouble that Comes from ‘* Supposin’s ’’—v. 50. 
The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him (v.50). Those whose faith in God is weak may 
learn a lesson froma poorcolored woman. Her name 
was Nancy, and she earned a moderate living by 
washing. One day one of those anxious Christians 
said to her: ‘‘Ah, Nancy, it’s well enough to be 
happy now, but I should think your thoughts of the 
future would make you sober. Suppose, for in- 
stance, you should be taken sick, or suppose your 
employers should move away, or suppose,” 
‘*Stop!” cried Nancy. ‘‘I neber supposes. De 
Lord is my shepherd, and I knows I shall not want. 
And, honey, it is all dem ‘sposes’ as is makin’ you 
so mis’able. You orter give dem all up, an’ jes’ 
trust in de Lord.”—Bertha A. Rands, Medina, N. 
Y. From “The Beautiful Tree Y Life,” . .2ae 
prize for this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Belief in Spite of Appearances—v. 50. 

The man believed the word that Jesus spake unto 
him (v. 50). A gentleman told me that one of his 
children, aged five, came to him with a new money- 
box, into which he was asked to put a penny. Not 
having one with him, he bade them leave the box in 
his bedroom, where he would put in the penny, and 
she might come for it in the morning. With early 
light came ail the children, eager for the box. The 
eldest seized and shook it, but there was no sound. 
‘* There, pa's forgot.” said she. For a moment the 
little one was dismayed, but immediately faith rose 
above the need of signs, and, confident in the prom- 
ise and fidelity of her father, she exclaimed, ‘‘ No, 
it’s stuck!” nd faith was right; it had stuck. — 
Irene Alethea Hetherington, London, Eng. The 
Rev. John Carter, in Experience. 
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Finding Our Way Home by Wireless—v. 53. 

So the father knew that it was at that hour in 
which Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth (v. 53). 
Forward has this: ‘‘ Edison is reported to have said 
concerning wireless telegraphy that this whole means 
of communication is but in its infancy, and to have 
mtg yc that the time is coming when its laws will 

so well understood and its use so simplified that 
man need never be lost or beyond the reach of his 
kind. Drifting alone upon mid-ocean, wandering in 
the heart of an African jungle, or wrecked on a 
desert island, he can, by means of a little instrument 
which will presently become so common as .to be 
found in every ket, notify friends afar of his 
whereabouts and is nacd. It is a wonderful thought; 
it reminds one of the spirit’s telegraphy with its in- 
visible lines reaching far above the earth, and touch- 
ing a source of power that is omnipotent.” We are 
daily learning more of the love of God which is ready 
for us when we call for it.—Margaret Meredith, 
Princeton, N. /. 


% 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson 


UR FATHER, we thank thee for the health 
that thou hast given us. In mind and body 
thou hast blessed us, and thou hast taught us 

that we have need to .ook to thee for daily strength 
for the daily task. May we not take for granted the 
continuing of this blessing, but by prayer and the 
exercise of wisdom in doing with mind and body 
what pleases thee, may we daily remember our need 
of thy presence, and be at our best for thy service 
through a trustful, obedient walk with thee. Amen. 


Before the Lesson 


Half way through the quarter,—and have you taken 
a look along the road over which our studies have led 
us? What was the title of last Sunday’s lesson ? 
And that beautiful Golden Text about thirsty folks ? 
And if I should ask you what name occurs in each 
lesson title, except in the first, what would you tell 
me? Yes, let me write it,—large and clear. 

In the first lesson we are told of Jesus’ Coming to 
earth (write the word), In the second—the title ?— 
he is Disclosed, pointed 
out, by whom? In the 
third —the title ?—he is 
Calling his disciples. In 
the fourth lesson what do 
we find him doing? 
Cleansing. In the fifth 
lesson-title he is called 
what ? Yes, Saviour. 
What is the title of the 
sixth lesson? And there 
Jesus tells of Satisfying 
the thirst of any who 
are thirsty. Now, what 
is to-day’s lesson-title? And what is Jesus doing in 
this lesson? Yes, Healing. 

Together we have put before us on the board a 
little outline of the lessons, not quite in order, but 
giving us the thought of the first seven lessons. And 
Jesus the Saviour is the main thought of all this won- 
drous Gospel of John,—Jesus as the Son of God, and 
as his Son our Saviour in very truth. As we study 
about him to-day, may we learn to trust him more! 


After the Lesson 


Instead of reviewing the lesson, let the superin- 
tendent have some one read or sing Whittier’s beau- 
tiful hymn, ‘‘ Dear Lord and Father of mankind,” or 
let the school sing it, if the hymn is where it ought to 
be,—in your hymn-book. 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book “* Bible Songs.’’) 





JESUS 





CALLING | CLEANSING 
SAVIOUR 











‘* The Great Physician now is near.” 
** At even, ere the sun was set.”’ 
‘“‘O Love Divine, that stooped to 


Psalm 30 : 1-6. 
(41 : 1-3. 62: 1-4.) 
Psalm 78 : 15-20. 


share.*’ : 8-10. 8 :’8-10. 
‘*O Thou, from whom all goodness ae ne te me 
flows."’ , Meas ese 


' (175 : 55-60. 250: 
Psalm 145 : 6-10. 
(216 : 6-9. 311% : 1-5.) 
Psalm 13 : 1-6. 
(14:1-6. 19: 1-5.) 


‘*Thou. art my hiding-place, O 1-3.) 
ord,”* 

** Tell me the old, old story.”’ 

** Rescue the perishing.”’ 

**T need thee every hour.”’ 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 

Bible Reading Association of London, whose Américan work 

is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 

tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Hartford 
Building, Chicago, Illinois. 


Monday.—John 4 : 43-54 . . Jesus heals the nobleman’s son 


‘Tuesday.—John 221-1 . 1.5.6 « First miracle at Cana 
Wednedsay. — Matt. 8 : 5-13. . .... A centurion’s servant 
‘Thursday.— Matt. 9 : 18-26 . . 1... es A ruler’s faith 
Friday.— Matt. 15 : 21-28 .-. 2... we Great faith 
Saturday —Heb. 11:16. ..... Faith needful 


Sundav —Rom. 10: 1-13 Salvation by faith 
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Graded Helps 


The Adult Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How the Nobleman of Cana was 
Convinced of Jesus’ Power 





I. THE GENERAL PREPARATION (John 4: 43-54). 


W* MAY believe that with real reluctance Jesus 
and his followers left the vicinity of Sychar. 
It was a little place. No large body of be- 
lievers had been won over. But the experience had 
been a hopefulone. It showed what might take place 
continually. 

Going on to Galilee, where, as verse 44 explains, he 
was not likely to be hindered in his work by such em- 
peer yey as he had found in Judea (note 
4:1, 2), he did, as a matter of fact, gain a cordial 
welcome. 

A nobleman whose home was at Capernaum heard 
that the Master who had wrought such wonderful 
cures at Jerusalem had come to Cana. Making the 
twenty miles or more journey up to that village, he 
urged Jesus to go bask with him and save his son 
from death. 

Ripe from the remarkable trustfulness exhibited by 
the Samaritans, Jesus seemed at first to deprecate 
the réle offered to him. He knew that the officer ex- 
pected him to go down, to repeat afew formulas, and 
to declare in a melodramatic way that the boy was 
cured. Nevertheless the man was in real and bitter 
need, and had come to Jesus as one who could help 
him. Jesus put his faith toa genuine test by bidding 
him return, since his son would live. 

As Bosworth points out, this incident was a beauti- 
ful example of the ‘‘ grace and truth” of Jesus, his 
kindness and his absolute sincerity. The officer was 
convinced that he meant what he had said, and went 
home. There was something 1n the very personality 
of Jesus that gave force and convincing power to his 
words. 

When the nobleman was on his way homeward his 
servants met him with the glad news that his son was 
now on the high road to recovery. He inquired at 
what time the boy began to get better. Their reply 
convinced him that at the very moment of the declara- 
tion by Jesus that his son would live, the lad had 
been cured. 

He needed no other evidence than this word of 
power that Jesus was one in whom he could fully 
trust. He accepted him for what he might claim to 
be. He became his avowed follower with all his house- 
hold. 

The officer is not named. He may well have been 
attached to the court of Herod Antipas. Some have 
identified him with Chuzas, Herod’s steward (Luke 
8: 3) or Manaen (Acts 13: 1), but there is, of course, 
no certainty in any such identification. He was a 
thoughtful man, was thoroughly convinced of the 
power of Jesus, and gladly chose him as the leader 
of his life. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names and prices of reference works bearing 
on the current lessous will be mailed by ‘Uhe Sunday School ‘Times Co., 
upon request, for a two-cent stamp. 

Professor Riggs’ ‘* Messages of Jesus according to 
John” is particularly happy in discussing and para- 
sage this incident.. Plummer in the Cambridge 

ibie, McClymont in the New-Century Bible, and 
Milligan and Moulton in the International Revision 
Commentary, each give capital notes. Dods’ ‘‘ John” 
in the Expositor’s series (164-173), is very discriminat- 
ing. 

III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 

Here we nave a challenging the faith of a 
straightforward soldier and winning his whole-souled 
allegiance. 

The Stay in Samaria, Does it seem to have been 
an episode or a work of evangelization ? 

A Prophet hath no Honor. Who are prophets in 
the sense meant by the proverb? Why should their 
locality criticize them ? 

The King’s Officer. 
anxiety . 

His Expectation. 
him to Capernaum ? 

The Sign. What made the cure a ‘‘sign’”’ to the 
officer, so that he believed on Jesus? 

The Impression that Jesus Made. Note the six 
kinds of people already named in this Gospel as hav- 
ing submitted to the personality of Jesus. 


What indicated his great 


Why did Jesus refuse to go with 


IV. For Pupits’ Home Stupy on Next WEEK’s LEsson. 
(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class). 

1. What feast (Tabernacles, or Purim) was more 
a to be the one mentioned in 5:1? 2. What 
notable cure did Jesus effect at the pool of Bethesda ? 
3. On what ground did the Jews find fault with the 
cured man, and with Jesus? 4. What was the answer 
of Jesus? 5. How did he support it? 

Boston. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


ly opening ae to ask in this lesson may be, 
Who can describe Capernaum ? Some one who 
went to the mountains last summer may have 
an idea of a little village built on rocks something like 
a stairway, in some places the flat roofs of the houses 
almost forming a pathway for the dwellers above. If 
the teacher has a picture of Capernaum, it may be 
passed around. : 

Who are the people mentioned in this lesson? Let 
the girls make a list. They will probably include 
Jesus and his disciples, a nobleman with his retinue 

urrying to meet the Master, and crowds of Galileans 
who brought back from Jerusalem the story of what 
Jesus had done there, hat previous miracle had 
Jesus wrought in Galilee? What occasion had the 
nobleman for wishing to see Jesus? If his son was 
very ill, and the doctors could give no hope, would he 
not make all haste to reach one who might save the 
precious life? In these days what would we do? 
Telegraph, or if we were rich, engage a special train 
across the continent. Some years ago a man in 
California, hearing that his child in New York was 
very ill, engaged a special train at great cost to get to 
the bedside without delay. This Galilean nobleman 
had to travel slowly. 

How long was it since the father had left the son ? 
What did he say to Jesus? What quality did Jesus 
want in him? Was it not faith? . Ask the girls to 
write on slips of paper their definition of faith. Tell 
them that even Jesus himself cannot save a dying 
soul unless the soul believes in him. There are peo- 

le who must see wonderful things before they be- 
ieve. The man who sought Jesus for his son's sake 
said, ‘‘Come, before my child die.’’ Jesus said in 
reply, ‘‘ Thy son liveth,” and the man went home 
happy to find his child restored. 
eople sometimes say, ‘‘ Seeing is believing.” But 
there is sometimes a great deal of belief in practical 
matters without much sight. A lady who all her 
life had been extremely near-sighted, when she was 
in middle life for the first time put on glasses. She 
was amazed to see that there were wonderful things 
all about her,—the leaves on the trees, each separate 
and beautiful instead of just a green blur. She felt 
almost ashamed to read the thoughts revealed in 
people’s faces. Yet she had lived all her years in 
great contentment by faith, and the new sight only 
made the faith clearer and deeper. Thus it is when 
one fully accepts Christ. 

To whom shall we go when we have anxiety and 
trouble if not to the great Healer? Some one may 
say, ‘‘I had a little brother ill. We prayed for his 
recovery, but he was taken away.” Yon, but the life 
beyond this world was for that child Christ's better 
gift, and the teacher may explain that even to faith 
.Christ may answer No instead of Yes. 

Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 

(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questioas to 

each girl, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Why did a great many people wait beside the pool 
of Bethesda? 2. What was said to happen now and 
then in this pool? 3. How long had one poor man 
waited ? 4. What question did Jesus ask him? 5. On 
what day did Jesus work this miracle ? 


x 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


EPARATION of teacher and boys prevented the 
teaching of this lesson in the usual way, and I 
can give only my teaching notes as gathered in 

the way of preparation. The lesson text has been 
read eight times, with varying intervals between 
readings. From this reading I decided that the 
special emphasis should be laid upon faith: (1) Faith 
that grew, as the man became better acquainted with 
— First, he besought Jesus to come down; then 
e was Satisfied with the spoken word, (2) Faith 
that was rewarded. At the same hour the child be- 
gan to mend. As I sat with the Bible open, the 
pictures of my boys came up before me. ow was 
this teaching to be made a part of these vigorous 
lives? I am'sure they will not be immediately ready 
to learn this, so I must find a way of approach. 
There is the map. [ must know the geography 
of the lesson, and may be able to make that my place 
of beginning. ‘There was the nobleman; I must re- 
fresh my memory concerning Herod, the ruler, and 
the officers who surrounded him; I should also recall 
the modes of travel, and the methods of treating dis- 
eases. Any good book that will throw light upon 
the time in which jesus lived will help me here and 
all through the lessons of the current six months. 
Perhaps as good a small book as any will be ‘‘In the 
Time of Jesus,” by Seidel. Then to each of my boys 
I have given a five-cent copy of ‘* Titus, a Comrade 
of the Cross.” Not all will read it through; but those 
who do will get a better idea of the conditions of life 
at that time. 
There was the miracle itself. Christ had power 
over disease, and restored the boy tohealth. Wonder- 
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ful? Yes, indeed. But it’s always more wonderful 
to me to realize that Christ can come into my life and 
cure me from a worse disease than any fever known, 
the disease of sin. 

In Mr. Gordon's article there is a wealth of sug- 
gested truths I should like to teach,—while I may not 
use them for my boys, I can readily see how other 
teachers may use some of these suggestions for their 
classes. I shall endeavor to leave with each boy the 
picture cf aman who went poresnal’y to the greatest 
physician when he wanted help, and got it. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 
(To be assigned by the teacher, giving one or more questions to 
each boy, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday.) 

1. Do you find anything in the lesson to make you 
think that the man was grateful to God for his cure ? 
2. What did John say about the claim of Jesus in 
verses 17 and 18? (John1:34.) 3. What is your idea 
of a ‘‘miracle”? 4. Show where this story tells of a 
miracle. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OT long ago, when I was coming to Chicago, a 
father and mother were on the same sleeper 
with their little boy who was sick. They were 

bringing him home to the very best doctor that they 
knew. 

A few years ago, when the little daughter of a rich 
man had been sick a long time, and was too ill to 
travel, 2great doctor was brought thousands of miles 
from Europe because they believed he could make 
her well. 

The telephone quickly brings the doctor to our 
homes nowadays, but years ago, before there were 
telephones and telegraphs, people had to go to him 
or send a messenger for him. 

One time, in a city by the sea (sketch Capernaum), 
the son of a rich ebbleniad was very ill with a fever. 
Everything possible had been done for him, yet he 
lay at the point of death. 

Some people who had been to the passover feast in 
Jerusalem came back to Capernaum telling what 
wonderful things a man named Jesus had done dur- 
ing the feast at Jerusalem, preaching, teaching, and 
healing the sick. When the nobleman heard about 
it, he de/zeved that if Jesus could see his boy, he 
could heal him. But where was Jesus? He had 
been stopping’ two days in Samaria to teach the 
neighbors and friends of the woman to whom he had 
talked at the well, about God’s gift of the water of 
life (review briefly). 

From there he had journeyed on to Cana, a little 
town neat his Nazareth home, and about twenty 
miles from Capernaum. (Sketch it and emphasize 
Jesus in Cana, the Boy in Capernaum.) When the 
nobleman found out where Jesus was, he wouldn't 
trust anybody to go after him but himself (sketch a 
road). How long the up-hill journey must have 
seemed! But he found Jesus, and said: ‘‘ Come and 
heal my son, for he lies at the point of death” (show 
the picture-roll). 


‘* The great Physician now is near, 
The sympathizing Jesus, 
He speaks, the drooping heart to cheer ; 
Oh, hear the voice of Jesus.’’ 


This is what Christ said, after they had talked a 
little while: ‘‘Go thy way, thy son liveth.” He had 
talked to Nicodemus about everlasting life; to the 
woman about the water of life, and now he tells the 
anxious father that his son shall live. ‘' The man 
believed the word that Jesus spake unto him, and he 
went his way.” Of course his homeward journey 
was much happier.’ Hurrying along, he saw some of 
his own servants coming to meet him with this glad 
message: ‘‘ Your son liveth.” The father asked him 
when he began to get better, and they said: ‘* Yes- 
terday, at the seventh hour, the fever left him” 
(sketch the clock). The father thought: ‘* The sev- 
enth huur,”—that was just exactly the time when 
Jesus in Cana said, ‘‘ Thy son liveth,” and healed 
my boy in Capernaum. 


) m : 

















BOY 

— HEALED 

CANA APERNAU = 

Of course everybody in the nobleman’s house be- 
lieved in Jesus because he healed the boy (add 
Healed). hat gives tis a new name for our picture- 


frame, Jesus, ¢#e Healer (see the diagram suggested 
in Lesson 1). 

We cannot understand how Jesus did such a won- 
derful thing. The Gospel of John calls it a miracle, 
which means a sign of his great power, about which 
we pray, ‘‘ Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory.” 
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Workers’ Questions Answered 





Alternating every other week with Mr. Marion Lawrance, General 
Secretary of the International Sunday School Association;who answers 
questions on the general work in the Sunday-school, the following 
specialists will answer queries in their classified fields of work ° 

The Adult Bible Class: W. C. Pearce, Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Adult Department. 

Primary Problems: Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes, International 
Elementary Superintendent. 

Temperance Teaching: Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens, of the Interna- 
tional Temperance Department. 

The Home Department: Mrs. Flora V. Stebbins. 

Parents’ Problems: Patterson Du Hois. 

Questions from:readers to any of these writers should be addressed 
in care of Thé Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





Primary and Junior Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


BENTONVILLE, OH1O.—Would you insist upon hand-work 
with primary or junior children as a part of their grade work 
for promotion:—F. D. G. 

Certainly not. However, it is quite likely that all 
the pupils. will have done some hand-work as tle sub- 
ject-matter was presented, and that it will have been 
accomplished without any insistence on the part of 
any one. -Handwork is a method, not the thing itself, 
and this must be kept in mind at all times. 

BIG RAPIDS, MICH.—Ought the supplemental lessons to be 
taught by the dent of the department 7—M. N. F. 

If taught by the class-teachers, better results ought 
to be obtained, as in this way the work can be better 
graded, both in the selection of the matter to be taught 
and in the teaching. In some small schools where 
the department cannot be divided into classes there 
may be no other way than for the superintendent to 
do this teaching, but in that case care must be taken 
not to overburden the youngest pupi!'s if there is a 
wide range in the ages of the pupils. 


ATHENS, ALA:—With what ages can the stereoscope be 
used in Sunday-school ?—H. G. 

It ought not to be used with children who are not 
old enough to get the focus themselves. It is im- 
possible for a teacher to know how to adjust this. — It 
has been found exceedingly helpful with the older 
juniors and the intermediate pupils. The cost of the 
pictures and stereoscopes is the reason why its use 
thus far has been limited. The cheapening of both 
will bring it into greater use, as the pictures ‘can be 
used over and over again with succeeditig classes. 





WASHINGTON, D. C.—Can you tell me what sort of a table 
to get for juniors? The class is small.—B. C, 

The six-sided tables, folding, about thirty-six or 
-eight inches in diameter, are popular. These have 
been sold for $2.50 each, and can probably be found in 
any furniture department. They are made by the 
Readsboro Chair Manufacturing Co., Readsboro, Vt., 
should you not find them in your locality. The firm 
could direct. you to some retail store handling the 
table. A folding table has the advantage of being 
put aside so that the room is available when desired 
for other purposes. The advantage of having the 
class about a table can be fully appreciated only by 
those who have tried it. 





ALTON, IND.—We are having the children color their 
quarterlies,’and I have tried other hand-work, but I find it 
difficult because the children have no tables, and cannot hold 
the work on their laps. Do all teachers have tables for hand- 
work ?—K. S. 

If the children sit on small chairs with wooden bot- 
toms, have them turn around, sit on the floor, and 
use the bottom of the chair for a table. Or, procure 
very heavy cardboard, and have it cut into a suitable 
size to hold their work. Keep these in the cabinet 
and give them out each time the children are at work. 
I do not know what else to suggest if tables are not 
to be had, and if there are no empty benches in the 
room which you could use for the purpose. I have 
done this sort of work for ten years, and the bottom 
of the chair has been the only table we have used. 





HAMILTON, Mo. I want to use an envelope for the offers 
ing; can you tell me what to get? I want something cheap.— 
hat 


If you mean that you wish an envelope to give 
to the pupils in which to bring their offering, the 
small, cheap manila envelopes will answer the pur- 

se. These can be printed with the name of the 
church, the date, and the number. They could be 
mimeographed if desired. If this is what you wish, 
you would need to give the envelopes out in advance, 
either for the quarter or the month. In this case see 
that the parents understand the matter, and that you 
are doing it as a means of training for the child, and 
not as a scheme for the raising of money. If you 
want class envelopes, in order that the teacher may 
collect the money in class, the envelope later to be 
brought forward in the offering service, you can use 
the kind referred to, which costs only about thirty 
cents a thousand; or you can get strong linen envel- 
opes for a few cents each. Personally, I prefer the 
little manila envelopes, as they are so cheap that we 
can have a new one for each class each Sunday. 

















LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 16 (John 4 : 43-54) ° 
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With the New Books 


The books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 





Bible Stories for Children.—Simply and rever- 
ently an English author has retold the stories from 
the Old and New Testaments which children delight 
to hear. The collection, printed in large type for 
little readers, and profusely illustrated with both 
plain and colored pictures, wilt be found helpful by 
mothers who seek to interest the younger ones in 
Bible lore. (Zhe Little Ones’ Book of Bible Stories. 
By Mrs. L. Haskell. Blackie & Son. $1.25.) 


Unbeaten Paths in Sacred Story.— There is 
always something new in the Bible,—if only we can 
catch the clew to it. Here are seventeen such clews, 
followed up by a writer who unites devoutness of 
spirit with no little scholarship, and with much of that 
draraatic power so necessary in the interpretation 
of Scripture. Who else would have shown us, in 
so telling a way, the daughter of Caractacus in 
2 Timothy as a friend of the Apostle Paul, or have 
thought of dubbing Hobab ‘‘ The First Dragoman” ? 
The author is as ingenious as she is sprightly. Her 
book seems designed for boys and girls of from twelve 
to sixteen years of age, but adults also will find it 
lacking neither interest nor profit. (Unbeaten Paths 
in Sacred Story. By Mrs. O. F, Walton, Eight il- 
lustrations. The Union Press. $1.) 


The Transformation of Uganda.—It is only thirty- 

two years since King Mtesa of Uganda asked Stanley 
for English teachers; and it is only seventeen years 
since Christianity began to make much progress 
there. But already there are eleven hundred churches 
under the charge of the Church Missionary Society 
in Uganda, while fifty-five thousand people attend 
services each Sunday.. The.story of the change is 
given in outline by one of the missionaries, who has 
seen the things of .which he tells... An observant 
traveler, he gives graphic descriptions of scenery, and 
tells of the humors of. life in a.country.where the soil 
is so fertile that green telegraph poles take root, and 
simple-minded natives cut down trees to keep the 
wind from blowing, The numerous illustrations add 
much.to the effectiveness of the volume. -(Uganda 
by Pen and Camera, By C. W. Hattersley. nion 
Press... $1.) 


Common Sense in the Ministry.—An unconven- 
tional treatise on the problems of the minister comes 
from the pen of a veteran, eighty years of age and 
still full of vim, a fine representative of the clergy 
produced by one of our youngest Christian bodies, the 
Disciples of Christ, who in a century have come to 
number more than a million communicants in America 
alone, and have won honorable and influential place 
in the Christian host. The book discusses the prob- 
lems of the preacher, under thirty-six heads, with 
great penetration and shrewdness, and with so many 
apt and striking remarks, and so large an in- 
fusion of common sense, that any defects of 
proportion or crudities of thought are easily over- 
looked. ‘There is sound value here for young preach- 
ers, and many laymen also would find profit in pe- 
rusing the book. It presents in condensed form the 
matured conclusions of a devout, able, well-informed 
preacher on all subjects germane to the work of 
the gospel ministry, both doctrinal and practical. 
(Preacher Problems: The Twentieth Century 
Preacher at His Work. By William T. Moore, 
LL.D. Revell. $1.50, net; postage, 13 cents.) 


Islam: A Challenge to Faith.—Islam has been 
too often discussed from a philosophical or doctrinal 
— of view. Dr. Zwemer was a missionary before 

e became a writer. Therefore he is able to give a 
comprehensive treatment of a world movement from 
a missionary point of view. His sixteen years of 

ractical experience with Islam as a world fact has 
ed him, not to ignore the doctrinal system of Islam, 
but to relate it to life in a way which gives reality to 
‘the subject. He presents Islam not merely as a 
creed, but as a creator of social, intellectual, and 
political conditions. The very word ‘‘Islam” has 
too often excited a feeling of resentment in the Chris- 
tian heart,—some feeling of antagonism or hopeless- 
ness born, shall one say, back in the days of the 
Crusades, when Christendom sought to conquer 
Islam by force and failed. Zwemer’s book is filled 
with sympathy. His argument for the inadequacy 
of Islam as a religion is unassailable, but it is also 
marked by sympathy,—sympathy for the Moslem 
mind that is under the opel of a Moslem creed, sym- 
pathy for the Moslem world that is under the tyranny 
of Moslem customs. This sympathy is helpful; it is 
indispensable if we would be missionaries to one- 
seventh of the human race. The book is alive with 
fresh information. Chapter VIII, ‘‘The Present 
Condition of the Moslem World,” could well pass 
for a magazine article in the up-to-date picture 


‘the charms must 
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it presents of the Moslem world. Tho last chap- 
ters are perhaps the best. The facts have been 
resented. Here the author makes his appeal for a 
urning of Christian ree ge and sympathy and 
prayer and missions toward this neglected Moslem 
world, and the Church's acceptance of the challenge 
which this unevangelized epee presents. The 
book is very finely illustrated, while both maps and 
charts add greatl (/slam: A Chal- 
lenge to Faith. Samuel M. Zwemer, F.R.G.S. 
Student Volunteer Seovement for Foreign Missions, 
3 West 29th Street, New York. $1, net; postage, 12 
cents.) ' 


to its value. 











From Our Neighbors 





Heroism in the South Seas 


By Charles Edward Russell, in The World To-Day 


W "the madai charms may lie in seclusion from 
the madding world may be believed to be pos- 
sessed in abundance by any oneof these 

[Cannibal a settlements, but the discovery of 

ie in a sixth and rare sense. Simp- 
sonshafen or Herbertshéhe, in New Britain, is as 
good as any, and life in either gets to be a dreary and 
unsatisfying round. The little cluster of European 
houses is stretched not unpleasantly along a shore 
that looks sweetly out upon the harbor. Perhaps 
there are, all told, twenty European inhabitants ayail- 
able for social. intercourse—all men, for European 
women can not endurethe climate. In two or three 
years the colony wearies inexpressibly of one 
another’scompany. Itislike a crew ona sailing ship 
bound upon a long cruise—and worse, for here there 
is no change in the scenery. The unfortunates soon 
learn one another’s history and mental peculiarities 
and preference for bananas fried or baked, and all 
these and the like topics are worn to an insupportable 

weariness. . 

Once in six weeks the little German steamer stops 
on its way from Sydney to Hong Kong and brings 
the newspapers and intelligence of the great busy 
world from which these men are exiles; and for days 
afterward they read those newspapers, every line, 
advertisements and all, read them and reread them, 
and almost commit the contents to.memory. And 
for the day. the-steamer. lies in, port the white popula- 
tion sits in her smoking-room and drinks Sydney beer 
and the babel of conversation resounds to, heaven. 
They have some one other than themselves to talk 
to. There is something feverish and almost hysteri- 
cal in their utterance; no matter what the subject 
so long as they can hear a fresh voice and can gather 
a fresh glimpse of the far-away world and get a fresh 
topic for their weary minds. The climate forbids 
that they should do enough to keep them busy; the 
instincts of the temperate clime goad them from the 
placid vacuity of the tropics, and it can hardly be pre- 
tended that they are happy. When, late in the after- 
noon, the steamer blows her warning whistle and they 
face another period of isolation, they present a spec- 
tacle both heroic and pathetic as they file down the 
gangway, each man visibly nerving himself to see 
the cutting of the tie that for a few hours rebound him 
to his kind. 

And if this is the state of the exiles at places on the 
lonely highway, what, think you, is life in the re- 
moter corners of the islands, where the only visitor 
is the tiny steamer perhaps twice a year? On the 
island of Siar I found a German missionary living 
absolutely alone, the only white personin a community 
of savages and cannibals as repulsive, I suppose, as 
any in the South Seas. It takes some heroism to face 
a situation like that. I spoke of the loneliness he 
must feel, and he took me to alittle enclosure behind 
his house where, marked with simple wooden crosses, 
were the graves of his wife and children. ‘‘ They 
died on the station,” he said, simply. The last had 
left him lonely six years before. In the village, near 
at hand, five adult cannibals, painted, and inexpres- 
sibly dull of feature, sat on a ledge in front of one of 
their houses and stared blankly before them for hours 
without speech. Their only garment was a strip of 
bark, their only employment, apparently, to sit inert 
and clod-like. The last attenuation of the human 
intellect seemed to be represented in them; their 
houses of wattled palm leaves were dark, dirty and 
ill-smelling and what the imagination constantly sug- 
gested of the favorite diet of the inhabitants was 
not soothing to the nerves. I said.to the missionary : 


‘*And these are your only companions! I should 
think you would go melancholy mad.” 
‘Not at all,” he answered quickly. ‘‘ Look here,” 


and he took me around a corner of the village. A 
crowd of children jumped up and ran toward us, laugh- 
ing and shrieking. . ‘I teach these,” said the mis- 
sionary. ‘‘‘lhey” learn. They are companions 
enough. As for their fathers, if I can hold so much 
influence over them as to keep them from their worst 


tricks, that is as much'as I-can expect. I shall be 
gone, yes. Well, these will be here. That is 
enough.” 
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For Children at Home 








In a Dakota Blizzard 


By Uncle Jack 
(Founded on Fact) 


OSA DAVIS and her brother Ned lived on a farm 
in South Dakota. Their parents had moved 
from Illinois in the spring. 

When, in October, they first went to the school- 
house on the prairie, everything looked so strange. 
This was not a bit like the fine school they had left 
at Oakdale. And the boys and girls were different; 
they seemed so rough. 

When recess came, the two new pupils stayed by 
themselves. Miss Maple tried to persuade them to 
go with the rest of the children, but she soon gave up, 
and left them to themselves: 

It was the same at each recess-time. And at the 
noon-hour, when luncheon had been eaten, Rosa and 
Ned wouid wander off by themselves to the grove of 
cottonwoods, or over to the farm-house not far away. 

One day, after they had been attending school 
several weeks, they were among the cottonwoods 
when Rosa saw a little plant. She hurried to it, and 
lovingly ran her fingers over its leaves. 

‘“‘Oh, Ned! If we only had this at home! We 
could put it in a little flower-garden, all our own.” 

‘Well, why not have a garden here?’ Ned sug- 
gested. ‘‘ There are other plants; and I'll help you.” 

Full of their plan, they asked Miss Maple what she 
thought. ‘*Go ahead,” she agreed, smilingly. ‘: And 
I know just the place: right here at the back of the 
schoolhouse. You must soften the earth. But it's 
late to plant anything.” 

So the garden was started. Plant after plant was 
carried from the grove, from the fields, and from 
home. Miss Maple contributed one or two little shrubs. 

Ned and Rosa spent many hours at their garden. 
The other children made fun of them. ‘' Don’t you 
know this is no time fora garden?” they called. But 
the workers were not disturbed. They built a little 
wall of sticks and stones. The stones were hard to 
find; there were none near the schoolhouse. They 
carried water, and carefully tended the plants. They 
propped them up with sticks. But, try as they would, 
they could not make them grow. 

‘*Guess the others were right,” Rosa sighed, as she 
looked at her work. ‘* No wonder they make fun of it.” 

The garden had been started less than a month 
when the weather changed. The sun was bright in 
the morning. At noon the wind veered to the north. 
Then snow began to fall. Ina few minutes the lamps 
had to be lighted. The air was full of blinding snow. 

Miss Maple wished she had sent the children home 
early. Fortunately, there were only nine pupils that 
day. But their parents would be anxious. Surely 
some of them would be coming with wraps and horses! 

The storm grew worse. Soon the house grew cold. 
There was no fuel, either: no one had expected a 
storm so soon. 

Finally Miss Maple, who was spending her first 
Dakota winter, thought she had better try to take 
the children to the nearest house. When she opened 
the door, the wind nearly threw her to the floor. So 
she took the bell rope and tied herself and the children 
together. Then they went out into the storm. 

t was so cold, and dark! And where was tle 
path? They had ap only a few rods when they be- 
came confused. The path was already covered nearly 
a foot deep; in places the drifts were much deeper. 
But they floundered on. Then two or three of the 
smaller girls began to cry. 

‘*‘We must get back to the schoolhouse,” Miss 
Maple shouted. She tried in vain to find the door. 
Then she knew they were lost in a blizzard! 

She thought of sumething she had heard about 
people lost in such a storm, who had burrowed in a 
snow-drift, and had remained there safely until the 
blizzard was over. They must dig in the snow! 

Gathering the children about her, she set to work. 
Some of them began to help her. After digging sev- 
eral minutes John Gates began to cry. 

‘*T’ye hurt my hand,” he said. ‘I hit iton a rock.” 

‘“‘On arock?” cried Ned: ‘* Why, that must be one 
of our garden rocks! There are no others near.” 

He began to dig harder than ever. In a moment 
he shouted : 

‘“‘Itis! Hereisour garden! NowI know where the 
schoolhouse is! We must just dig out the rest of this 
little stone wall, and feel along it until we touch the 
schoolhouse. Then we can find the door.” 

In less than three minutes they were once more 
in the schoolroom. 

‘* Now, let us break up some of the benches and 
have a fire,” Miss Maple said. ‘‘I must get you 
children warm.” 

And that is how the little company at the school 
came to be safe and sound, when,—next mornin:;, 
—anxious parents were jable to break through the 
drifts to the door. 

‘‘ And it was your garden that saved us, Rosa and 
Ned!” Miss Maple said. 
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work. 


expert leaders. 


you the whole story. 
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aT a a io RY Ba i Ref | 
To Your 


Summer School 
Without Money Cost 


HY NOT GO? You will get inspiration for your 
It is time well spent. 

There are many such schools for Christian workers— 
with sessions of a week or ten days or longer—under 


Let us send you a list of such schools, together with a 
plan by which we are prepared to pay your expenses in 
return for—but will you ask about it? 


Then we can tell 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















Study-Helps for 
the Gospel of John 





A Chart 
of Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 


Four simple sketches showing in de- 
tail the.travels of Christ from point to 
point; accompanied by an outline of 
events. A compact ready-reference 
chart, folded within stiff covers, mak- 
ing a booklet 3%x6% inches. For 
teacher or scholar; for home use or 
use in class. 20 cents each, 


Outline Harmony of 
the Gospels 
By M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


A very simple eight-page pamphlet, 
_showing probable time and place of 
events, and indicating where each event 
is mentioned in the Gospel narratives. 
Io cents in paper; 25 cents folded 
within stiff covers, 


Light and Shade Relief Map 
of Palestine 


It is like a view of the land from a 
balloon, showing principal places and 
elevations and depressions. Smaller 
maps, 25 cents and §0 cents; wall 
map, $2.00. 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


According to the: Gospel 6f John’ 


By S. W. Pratt,’ D.D.° 
JUST ISSUED... *s « 


Dr. Pratt makes a careful analysis of 
the Gospel of John, and enumerates the 
elements in the Gospel which witness to 
the deity of Christ—as, the miracles, 
the crucifixion, the resurrection, the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The New York Observer, of Decem- 
ber 26, 1907, says: ** The book is par- 
ticularly valuable for use in connection 
with the International Lessons for the 
first six months of 1908.”’ 

50 cents, net, postpaid ; cloth-bound, 
165 pages. 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson Pictures 


Showing manners and customs and 
geographical sites. A picture for each 
lesson, anda map. 10 cents a quarter. 


The Gospel 
According to John 


Textonly. Limp cloth cover, 23x4% 
inches, 3 cents each, postpaid. 





and vigor. 


the Bible lessons. 


January to June. 
$1.00, postpaid. 


$1.00, postpaid. 





Set No. 3.—Old Testament pictures. 


The Tissot Colored Bible Pictures 


For sixteen years J. James Tissot, the French painter, lived in the Holy 
Land, painting the pictures which now bear his name. 
teristics of the land and the people, in landscape, costume, and custom, with fidelity 
The colored reproductions of these pictures, on coated paper, 5X6 
inches, are especially helpful in giving vividness and reality to the teaching of 


IN SETS 
Set No. 1.—25 selected pictures for the International Lessons from 
25 cents, postpaid. 

Set No. 2.—New Testament pictures. 


He portrayed the charac- 


120 in a neat portfolio. 


120 in a neat portfolio. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











A Log for the Missionary Fire 


HE superintendent was face to face with 

a practical problem,—namely, ‘‘ How 

shall I arouse in my school a deeper 

interest in the cause of missions?’’ It had 

been forced upon him by a mental calcula- 

tion he had just been making of the mission- 

ary spirit of his school, and, being a practical 

man, he determined to do something in a 
practical way to solve it. 

When school hour arrived the following 
Sunday, and pupils and teachers took their 
places, their attention was attracted by a new 
picture hanging on the front wall of the 
school, where none could help seeing it. 
Closer inspection would have shown that it 
was the photo of a little Indian boy in native 
costume, and with as unkempt and neglected 
appearance as it was possible for an Indian 
boy to have. 

Naturally enough, the curiosity of teacher 
and scholar alike was aroused, but there was 
no time then to question, 

_It was the superintendent’s custom to re- 
main for a few moments, at the close of 
school, in order to give any member an op- 
portunity to. speak to him, and on this day 
he looked forward to these moments with 
special eagerness, for he hoped that some 
would ask him about the picture. He was 
not disappointed, As soon as school was dis- 
missed, a number of eager faces were gazing 
at the Indian lad’s photo, and many were 
the questions asked. Very simply .and 
briefly, he told them the facts about the lad, 
—of his home life, —of his need of education, 
and, especially, of his need of Christ, and of 
what it would mean to him to be sent to one 
of the mission schools of their church, 

This little scene was repeated for a Sunday 
or two, until all were familiar with the story. 
Then, one Sunday, the. superintendent made 
a. plea for missions before the whole, school, 
and asked if the members. would not under- 
take to,educate: the Indiam, bay,::. All\ were 
delighted with the idea, and.a wave ;of..mis- 
sionary enthusiasm swept over the s¢hool.! 
—R. A. Hilts, Halifax, Nova, Scotia. 








1] Large pictures for this use may be secured by 
writing to the Young People’s Missionary Move- 
ment, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, or to the de- 
nominational boards. 
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Effective Missionary Plans 


N THE Fifth. Avenue Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school, New York City, the Mis- 
sionary Committee has been in the 

habit of advertising missionary books in the 
library by having stories from them told in 
the school. A surprisingly large number of 
volumes are taken out—and read—in conse- 
quence.. The workers were encouraged to 
adopt the plan because of the experience of 
a teacher of a junior class four years ago. 
Her boys were not especially promising. 
The first Christmas she gave to one of two 
brothers ‘‘ The Life of John G. Paton.” 
Through this book the boy was led to dedi- 
cate himself to the Lord for work on the 
foreign field. He was then about fourteen. 
This was in the winter. His brother, largely 
influenced by him, decided in June to devote 
| his life to the same cause. Illness came, 
and ‘the boys, unable to attend school, hired 
a tutor, and now the tutor, a fine: Columbia 
| University man, has decided to go to the for- 
eign field. 
| Other work proposed by the committee is 
| outlined as follows : P 
1. Each class is to be encouraged to keep 
a scrap-book on missions, 
2. Realizing the value of prayer for the 
| missionary, and for the cause of world-wide 
missions, and the reflex influence on the 
one who prays, it is determined that topics 
for prayer, to be chosen by senior and inter- 
| mediate classes, be presented to the school 
week by week, 
| 3. The bulletin board is to be in use each 
| Sunday for missionary items, and the pupils 
| (not the teachers) are to be held responsible 
for the board items. 
Each class is to have a country assigned 
| to it, and is to have charge ‘of the board on 
an appointed day. Two. classes have been 
|.given China, this being the special mission 
' topic before the school for igs 
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To Kindle Mission Fire in Your School 





. In senior and intermediate classes 
‘** The Uplift of China ’’ is to be used as the, 
foreign mission text-book, to be adapted by 
the individual teacher to his or her class. 
Six Sundays have been assigned for this sup- 
plemental work. 

5. In junior classes, Miss Katharine R. 
Crowell’s book, ** China for Juniors,’’ is to 
be the text-book employed for foreign mis- 
sion study. 

6. If, on examination, the studies on the 
Navajos and the work in New Mexico to be 
issued by the Young People’s Department of 
the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, 
prove satisfactory, they are to be used in the 
junior, intermediate, and senior departments; 
amplified for the older pupils, and simplified 
for the juniors. 

7. The ‘* Forward Mission Study Refer- 
ence Library, No. 7,’’ is to be placed in the 
Sunday-school library, 

8. The Thanksgiving service issued by the 
Presbyterian Board of Home Missions was 
used, On the Sunday preceding Thanksgiv- 
ing an offering for the San Juan Hospital 
and Dispensary, as recommended by the 
Board, was taken, 

9g. On missionary Sundays there are ad- 
dresses from the desk by members of the 
Missionary Committee, or by a missionary, 
if a good one can be secured. Fifteen min- 
utes are allowed each missionary Sunday 
for class work, which the pupils having text- 
books prepare before coming to Sunday- 
school, as they do the International Lesson. 
The ‘closing exercises on these days always 
have an address, in addition to hymns. 
Sometimes’ thé lesson and:-the missionary 
topic are worked tugether in a desk review. 
Brequently on the Sundays when the mis- 
sionary motive is especially “emphasized an 
inspirational address is given. 


. “i 
Using Missionary Illustrations 


HE Sunday-school téather should use 
mission-history methods, incidents, and 
“experiénées to illtiminate various parts 
of the lesson. For this purpose, study should 
be made of-** The Missionary Meaning of the 
Lesson,’’ by Delavan L, Piérson,; and the 
Iilustration Round-Table, which appear regu- 
larly in The Sunday School Times, as well as 
of missionary magazines and other missionary 
literature. But every one who seeks for this 
material will be astonished at its abundance, 
amazed at the aptness of its application, and 
delighted with the new interest that it 
awakens in Bible study. And still more than 
this, the awakening and interest will not be 
intellectual merely, it will be spiritual and 
practical, 
% 


Mission Study in One School 


NUMBER of circumstances influenced 
us to consider and finally to introduce 
mission study in the Crescent Avenue 

Sunday-school. Ours is a missionary church, 
full of active Christian workers who are truly 
interested and give generously. We have a 
‘* foreign pastor,’’ children’s bands, a work- 
ing missionary committee in the Young Peo- 
ple’s Association, and unusually strong wo- 
men’s societies. The mission study classes 
of the Young People’s Association (which 
have grown from three to six) have been by 
far the best attended .and most interesting 
part of the year’s program. Then, too, the 
superintendent realized that the experience 
and training of the chairman of the mission- 
ary committee of the Young People’s Asso- 
ciation, who had been a delegate to. the 
Silver Bay Conference for the last two years, 
could be counted on. But one of the most 
important factors was the superintendent 
himself,—a man with the conviction of the 
value of mission study, not only for the ad- 
vancement of missions, but for the develop- 
ment of Christian character. 

The plans for it were well-made. <A year 
ago our superintendent presented the matter 
in a general way at the annual teachers’- 
meeting. ; 

The next step in planning was the careful 
appointing of the new missionary committee 
(of the Sunday-school).. It is our custom to 
have the treasurer—ex-officio—chairman of 


( Continued on next page, second column) 




















LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 16 (John 4 : 43-54) 





The American 
Standard 
Bible 


requires no dictionary to 
make the meaning plain. 
It is a new translation of 
the original into modern 
English by eminent schol- 
ars after 29 years of careful study. It 
brings out the meaning with added force 
and beauty. 

For sale by all booksellers and publishers. 

Interesting Booklet Sent Free 

Send a postal card for our free booklet 
which tells the reverent story of this noble 
work. It will give you a true idea of what 
the American Standard Bible means to the 
religious world. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for 50 years. 


37 a East 18th Street, New York 




















A live teacher is never satisfied with 
one lesson help. Just asa live preacher 
is never satisfied with one commentary. 
He wants to look at the text from every 
point of view, and no single help gives 
all the points of view. Besides his own | 
denominational help he. takes The Sun- 
day School Times, or 


PELL’ 
NOTES 


and if he is a very live teacher he is 
very apt to take them both. 


Ask. the Robert Harding Company , Richmond, Va., 
for a free sample cepy of Perx’s Notes. 





NEW AND SUCCESSFUL 





| Bible meets all needs, how missionary is its 


Hymns and Tunes! 


FOR SCHOOLS 
Price for introduction, $35 per hundred. 


** Filled with ees sweet, swinging. singable 
tunes. Send 200. M. Austin, First Pres- 
byterian Sunday- SC rae Monmouth, /il. * 

‘I shall use it in my boy choir. Send 20." 
—H. Augustine Smith, Director Music Chicago 
Theological Seminary. 


Returnable sample copy FREE for examination. 


A. S. BARNES & CO., NEW YORK 


| are; 











BIBLE STUDY BOOK FREE 
Acomplete SYNOPSIS OF BIBLE STUDY 
of great value to all students of the Word. 
Send postal-card request to 

SCOFIELD BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

Room 940. 150 Nassau StrREET, New York. 





SS S WORKERS: Ask about the ‘‘ New Games.’’ 
é cial ways to oy children in the Bible. 
ART 1349 Harvard St., 


M 
** Only onme of Merit.” * Slshin 
GREEK-Hebrew y Simplified. . New system. Mas- 
tered by a boy at home. Year’s course,$30. Monthly 
payments. " Bible Institute, Shores St., Taunton, Mass. 


GPRAoUATE COURSE at Home. _ Write Pres. 
C. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


INGTON, D. C: 
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E celebrated Hungarian and English Partridges | 


H 
T and Pheasants, the large Hungarian Hares, all 
kinds of Deer, Quail, etc., for stocking pave. Fancy 
Pheasants, ornamental waterfowl and live wild animals 
of every description. Write for price list. Wenz & | 
Mackensen, Dept 22, Yardley, Penna. 


Patents 


pat ENTS obtained and trade marks registered. Ap- 
plications carefully drawn. Moderate charges. 
Our booklet ‘“‘ Concerning Patents’”’ mailed 
Calver & Calver, Patent Anorneys. Washington, D. c. 
(Formerly Examiners U. S. Patent Office. ) 
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every month sellin ng wonderful seven-piece 
Kitchen Set. Send for sworn statement of $12 
ne Outfit free 


Thomas Mfg. Co., 185 G. St., Dayton, O. 
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| morning while getting breakfast it makes | 
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the missionary committee, and the superin- 
tendent chose as his man one whose mission- 
ary interest had been increased by leading a 
study-class in the Young People’s Associa- 
tion. For the other two members he secured 
aman with a solid belief in missions, and 
the chairman of the missionary committee of 
the Young People’s Association. It was 
then arranged that the latter should attend 
the Sunday-school conference of the Young 
People’s Missionary Movement .at Silver 
Bay, as well as the regular Young People’ 's 
conference, 

Two normal classes were arranged for the 
teachers, Japan was decided upon as the sub- 
ject, and the twenty-five classes involved were 
divided into two sections,—the older ones 
to study ‘* Sunrise in the Sunrise Kingdom,”’ 
the younger ‘‘ Japan for Juniors.’’ It was 
necessary for the leader of the normal class 
to write a manual for the teachers of *‘ Japan 
for Juniors,’’ These classes met for forty 
minutes after prayer-meeting each week for 
the discussion of the lesson to be taught on 
the following Sunday, and were attended by 
the teachers with a gratifying loyalty. The 
main thought kept constantly before the 
teachers was the development of the Chris- 
tian character of their pupils,—the interest 
in missions and their advancement being a 
by-product. 

It was not necessary for us to publish any 
material, but the teachers’ manual for ‘* Japan 
for Juniors’’ is available, and can be either 
typewritten or printed if there is further use 
for it in other places. 

The work was introduced between two 
courses of Bible study, so that nothing was 
dropped out, and consumed the entire tinre 
for two months. 

Each week the superintendent chose his 
platform Scripture lesson with great care, 
and easily found a large number of appropriate 
readings. Suitable hymns and prayers were 
also thought out. The leader of the normal 
class of ‘** Japan for Juniors ’’ prepared bilbli- 
cal references for each lesson, composed of 
verses widely scattered, from Genesis to the 
Revelation,—to be used during the lesson- 
hour,—that the children might see how the 





spirit, and also have a little practise in the 
quick finding of verses. The teachers ex- 
pressed ‘themselves as finding that exercise 
most helpful and interesting. 

From the standpoint of the Sunday-school, 
the experiment was successful even beyond 
our expectations. The measure of success 
in individual classes was in proportion to the 
enthusiasm of the teacher. ‘Two classes 
asked their teachers for a mid-week hour for 
further study; every Sunday the superin- 
tendent was asked by some for extra read- 
ing-matter ; one class brought at its own in- 
stigation an extra offering, although this 
was, purposely, not asked for; and a class 
of young men was intensely interested, studied 
keenly, and never missed a Sunday. It is 
impossible to say exactly what the results 
only time can show them, and many 
may never be known. It seems to be the | 
unanimous opinion that the Bible study is 
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‘* Coffee Grunters ”’ | 
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Ever See One ? 


Thoughtful people have a laugh on 
coffee cranks now and then. 

‘‘IT had used coffee ever since I was | 
asmall child,’ writes an Ind. lady, ‘‘ and 
have always had bad spells with my 
stomach, 

‘* Last spring, just after I began house- 
keeping, I had a terrible time with my 
stomach and head. My husband bought 
a package of Postum and asked me to 
try it. 

‘*I laughed at it because none of my 
folks would ever try it. But I made 
some the following morning, following 
directions on the package, about boiling 
it well. 

‘I was greatly pleased with the re- 


sults and kept right on using it. Now 
I wouldn’t drink anything else. I tell 
every old coffee ‘grunter’ I see about 


Postum, and all my folks and my hus- 
band’s people, except a few cranks, use 
Postum instead of Coffee. 

‘When put to soak in cold water over 
night and then boiled 15 minutes in the 


a delicious drink.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


culties. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


going to mean more to the children than it 
did, and what result could be better ? 

Our superintendent says he -is greatly 
pleased with the two months’ work. 
credits our success to the general conditions 
mentioned in the beginning of this article, to 
a good missionary committee, careful plan- 
ning, strong normal class-work, and loyal 
teachers ; but to these should be added his 
deep-seated, enthusiastic belief in missions, 
progressiveness, hard work, common sense, 
and optimism, which overcame all diffi- 


And now for our pastor’s opinion. Before 
quoting him, it is only fair to say that he is a 
man with a solid, fundamental belief in mis- 
sions, is a firm believer in mission-study 
classes, and has been especially pleased with 
the conspicuous success of those in our 
Young People’s Association. He says that 
some Sunday-school must experiment, and 
that he is glad that the honor was curs; he 
cannot see how it is possible for it in any 
way to lessen interest in Bible study; that 
one of the best ways to maintain the mission- 
ary spirit of our church is through the educa- 
tion of the Sunday-school, and that his only 
adverse criticism would be on the unsatisfac- 
tory material available.—Harrietie RX. » ab 
loway, Plainfield, N. /. 


* 


Keeping up the Interest 


HE Baptist Sunday-school of San Ber- 
nardino, California, has voted ** a penny 
a Sunday for missions’’ from every 
pupil above the primary department. Just 
after the lesson is read, the missionary 
secretary gives an interesting item from mis- 
sions for the week, or a missionary illustra- 
tion on the lesson. Then, when the classes 
go to their places, the missionary treasurer 
goes to each class and collects the ** penny a 
Sunday for missions.’’ 





THAT $25 IN GOLD 


Is to be awarded to the Sunday-school 
doing, the most effective and generally 
practicable mission-study before March 
gf, 1908, exactly as stated in the leaftet, 
‘*The Sunday -school’s Next Move."’ 
There is still time to get to work in your 
school, The leaflet also explains that to 
each of the four schools that come next in 
point of merit for commendable and rep- 
resentative mission-study work between 
April 1, 1907, and March 31, 1908, a 
collection of missionary volumes worth 
fifteen dollars will be awarded. Send 
Jor the ( free) leaflet to the office of The 
Sunday School Times. 
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Timekeeper 


There are other tiny watches, 
but the one worthy to bear 
the name which always and 
everywhere stands for relia- 
bility and excellence must be 
a timekeeper. This dainty little 
watch is called the 


Lady Elgin 


It isin every respect a true Elgin 
—made as small as consistent 
with Elgin perfection. ‘The small- 
est watch made in America — the 
illustration shows its actual size. 
Every Elgin Watch is fully guar- 
anteed — all jewelers have them. 
Send for “The Watch,” a story 
of the time of day. 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH COMPANY 
Elgin, Illinois 

















HALLOWED HYMNS .vcio 


son ot IRA D. 
worTH mes SEEING—EVEN OUT OF CURIOSITY 


100 sev oes VUST PUBLISHED Sxc-c. 


Boards $25—Cloth $30 per 100—35c & 40c fe postpald 
Returnable co pics mailed to “ earnest ingutrers”’ 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or 








March Missionary Convention | 


HE First International Convention under 
the direction of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement is to be held in 

Music Hall, Pittsburg, Pa., March 10-12, 
1908. The purpose, as announced in the 
call is: (1) To bring together the leaders in 
missionary effort of the Home and Foreign 
Mission Boards of the United States and 


| Canada, and those to whom the Boards look 


for teadership in the promotion of missionary 
education in their denomination, for helpful 
association and conference, (2) To consider 
the pressing need for an immediate advance 
movement in the mission fields at home and 
abroad. (3) To realize the success of the 
present campaign of missionary education, 


; and the necessity for a more thorough and 


far-reaching educational movement by the 
mission boards or societies in young men’s 
and women’s church clubs, young people’s 
organizations, and the Sunday-schools of the 
churches of North America. (4) To pray, 
and earnestly to resolve to enter with greater 
consecration upon the campaign of missiun- 
ary education among the 17,000,000 young 
men, young women, and Sunday - school 
members of Canada and the United States. 
The attendance is limited to 2,500 dele- 
gates outside of Pittsburg. Each church or 
denomination is apportioned delegates ac- 
cording to its membership. Only those per- 


| sons will be selected by the Mission Boards 


or Societies who can assist in carrying out 
their plans. 

All correspondence concerning the con- 
vention should be addressed to the secretary 
of the writer’s denominational Mission Board 
or Society, or to Mr. Edmund D. Soper, Sev- 
enth and Penn Streets, Pittsburg, Pa. 








Commencement Invitations and Programs 


EDDING ®\itatioxs 


Announcements, etc.engraved & printed 
Latest styles, beat quality, sent prepaid Wowogram 


ad ste ith 75e. 
Visiting Cards! stat loner Write Krite for samples 


DO, YOUR, OWN, PRINTING’ 


k, newspaper press $18. Money 

\ im: bee. maker. All easy, F .. sent. Write 

‘ ASME PR for press canleg type, paper, etc. 
Ss Co., Meriden, Conn. 


The Sunday School Gines 


Philadelphia, February 1, 1908 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, cither to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 .0O copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
45 cent rate, 


















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE MAYOR % 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and iow: 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 


the city. Raney important is the 
cleanliness the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 


by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 


Church Organs 


LATEST IMPROVEMENTS 


BOSTON NEWYORK PHILADELPHIA 
CHICAGO, LOUISVILLE DALLAS 


Main Office & Works Base es MASS ass. 
H.—Hastincs Co. 


Rare opportunity for serviceable Second- 
Hand Organs at low prices 
For eiectriz, gas, or oil, Send 


dimensions. tools of Light and 


estimate free. 1, P. Prink, 551 Pearl St., New Vork. 
ducted smi all se- 


EUROPE" migett $250 teens 


ply NOW. 4.29 summer tour. Graham, 
Prin. Lawrence School, Box toss I M, Bitisburga, Pa. 
































THE GREAT CHURCH 


Seamranti con- 


Cubs’ Food 
They Thrive on Grape-Nuts 
Health 





babies don’t cry and the well- 





The Young People’s 
- Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, February 16. Ministering to 
the prisoners and the poor (Matt. 25: 
31-46). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—A prisoner who craved ministry 
(Philemon 1-13). 

‘TvEs.—Chained in prison (Acts 12 : 4-11). 

WeEb.—A Prison Endeavorer (Gen. 40: 1-8). 

‘THURS.—Preaching to the poor (Luke 4 : 
16-22). 

FRI.—Not grudgingly (Deut. 15 : 8-11). 

SaT.-—A good example (Acts 9 : 36-43). 











Tell some cheering facts about Prison En- 
deavor. 

Describe Christmas and Thanksgiving work 
for the poor. 

Tell of Endeavor help to the famine-stricken. 


T IS difficult for us in our plenty and 
abundance to realize how hard is the lot 
of multitudes of our fellow creatures who 

live where the conditions of life are harder 
than ours. - In the last great famine in India 
there were 1,500,000 deaths reported offici- 
ally. One of our papers stated recently that 
**in 1833, 200,000 out of 500,000 popula- 
tion in Gantun died; in 1837 and 1860 the 
deaths in northern India were respectively 
1,000,000 and '200,000 ; in 1866 one-third of 
the 3,000,000 inhabitants of Orissa perished. 


The famine years of 1869, 1877 and 1878 | 
1,250,000 | 


cost 1,200,000, 5,000,000 and 
lives. In 1897 there were 3,000,000 on 
relief; in 1899-1900, 6,200,000. ‘These fig- 
ures are so vast that they are hard to com- 
prehend. If some disaster were to render 
all the inhabitants of the state of Pennsyl- 
vania helpless and were to sweep to death 
every human being in the state of Louisiana, 
we should better understand _ their awie) 
meaning.’ 

And now another famine hangs: over ‘the 
great section of northern India known as the 
United Provinces, A missionary writes from 


| Allahabad : 


‘There has been no rain in the United 
Provinces since the end of August. This has 
resulted in the almost total failure of the 
autumn crops and it has not been possible for 


| culivators to sow the wheat crop which is the 


| main crop of the year. 


A period of great 
destitution is upon us. There is no work 
| for those who depend upon field labor for 
their daily bread, and they are already suf- 
fering the pangs of hunger. 

‘*It is probable that the famine will be 
more severe than that of 1897. The rain- 
fall in Fatehgarh in 1897 was twenty-five 
inches, and this year it has been only twelve 
inches.’’ 


Surely the Spirit of* Christ which led | 
| Christian people in America to give hundreds | 


| of thousands of dollars to India during the 
| last great famine will anne generous gifts 


nourished baby that is fed on Grape- | 


Nuts is never a crying baby. Many 
babies who cannot take any other food 
relish the perfect food, Grape-Nuts, and 
get well. 

‘* My little baby was given up by three 
doctors who said that the condensed 
milk on which I had fed her had ruined 
the child’s stomach. One of the doctors 
told me that the only thing to do would 
be to try Grape-Nuts, so I got some 
and prepared it as follows : I soaked 1% 
tablespoonfuls in one pint of cold water 
for half an hour, then I strained off the 
liquid and mixed 12 teaspoonfuls of this 
strained Grape 


now. 

The Presby terians and the Methodists, and 
the Woman’s Union Missionary Society ‘have 
Missions in this pari of India and money can 
be sent out through them or any of the mis- 
sionary societies. 

Why do we not have great famines like 
these in the United States? It is not alto- 


| gether because we live in a temperate zone 


| and have railroads. 


-Nuts juice with six | 


teaspoonfuls of rich milk, put in a pinch | 


of salt and a litle sugar, warmed it and 
gave it to baby every two hours. 

‘‘In this simple, easy way I saved 
baby’s life and have built her up to a 
strong, healthy child, rosy and luughing. 
The food must certainly be perfect to 


have such a wonderful effect as this. I! 


can truthfully say I think it is the best 
food in the world to raise delicate babies 
on and is also a delicious healthful food 
for grown-ups as we have discovered in 
our family.” 

Grape-Nuts is equally valuable to the 
strony, healthy manor woman. It stands 
for the true theory of health. ‘‘ There's 
a Reason.” Read 
ville,” in pkgs. 


{ 


There is food in India 


and there are railroads to carry it. The 


great trouble is the poverty of the people. | 
He has | 


Wherever his love is in men’s | 


And Christ came to relieve poverty. 
done so, 
hearts and his Spirit in their lives, prosper- 


ity and plenty have come to the nation. | 
When the gospel has prevailed over India | 





and its people have come to live by the law | 
of Christ, there will be r= more such great | 


famines there. 

But even in Christian lands there are mul- 
titudes of the poor and there are prisoners 
also, poverty and crime alike being here be- 
cause we have not fully lived by the law and 
love of Christ. Those who are Christ’s have 
their duty, accordingly, to the prisoner and 
the poor in our own land, 

How near is the nearest poverty to us? 

Have we imprisoned any man or has he 
been imprisoned at our consent? °Have we 
done aught for such a prisoner? 

The near and the far are all Christ’s and 


‘*The Road to Well- | his voice speaks in each, 


Have we heard it? 





A Savings 
_ Account 
Bearing 
6 Per Cent 
Interest and absolutely 


secured by first mortgages on improved 
real estate deposited in trust with one of 
the strongest trust companies in Balti- 
more, is surely an ideal investment. 
Money to bear this rate must be left on 
Certificate of Deposit for two years, but 
it is absolutely secured and the interest 
is paid by check every six months. 


On deposits subject to withdrawal 
at any time 5 per cent is paid. 


Write for the 6 per cent booklet. It tells 
the whole story. 


Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co. 


1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 


FARM 7 
6 = MORTGAGES 2 


Orrer A SAFE AND DgsIRABLE MEDIUM OF 


INVESTMENT 


Not affected by stock panics or financial 























stringency. Income sure. 
Our Mo ges never exceed one-third 
actua! valuation of properties. 
Every farm examined by our salaried 
inspectors. 
——- collected and remitted without 
nse to investors. 


ur Field, the rich and wonderful 


NEW STATE OF OKLAHOMA 


Write for list and information. 


The Jefferson Trust Co., McSLESTER, 











VIRGINIA FARMS a? HOMES 


Productive sgil, mild, Regtby climate. Splendid 
markets. Write for éatalo; 


R. B. CHAFFIN & COn Inc., Richmond, Va. 
When answering advertisements mention this paper. 


















ATLANTIC CITY 


is always delightful, 
and the new Fireproof 


CHALFONTE 


is in the very centre of 
its varied attractions. 
There is no better time 
for a visit than now. 
Write for Illustrated 
Folder and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


ALWAYS OPEN 
ON THE BEACH 











GREGORY'S SEEDS 


Sty and vigplicy. as the standard 
this y two New Hortical- 
endous 


ee 
tural Bush e—trem cro} 
- and rater . Send for our free ca 


og. 
J. J. GREGORY SOW, 


Mars.encan, Mass, 























Established 
56 Years 
Liberal gy 
e 
Allow- challenge 
ance for compari- 
Your sons. 
Old 
Piano Pa Easy . 
Catalogue ymen 
Free. 
OVER Delivered 
60,000 to Your 
SOLD Home. 
Address 





Vose & Sons 
Piano Co., 154 
Boylston Street, 

ston, Mass. 















For pen. 


ess, purity.and 

ability Ferry’ ated: 
are in a class by them- 

selves, Farmers 

have confidence 

in them because 

they know they 

can be relied ap- 
on. Don’t experi- 
ment with cheap 
seeds—your sure- 
ty lies in buying 
seeds sent out by 
a conscientious 
and trustworthy 
4 house 
Ferry’ s Seed Annual 
tor 10818 FP OE . Address 
D M.Ferav & Go. Devnet, Mica. 















1907 a Prosperous Year st 
New York Reacty Owners Co. 


TO INVESTORS— 


Don’t you think the 1907 record of this Com- 
pan; a pretty good one? 

Considering it was a year of financial depres- 
sion and panic; a year when listed Stucks and 
Bonds of all kinds dropped way down in value 
and business generally was handicapped by lack 
of funds. 

In face of these conditions the New York 
Realty Owners Co. shows for 1907: 

A gain in Realty Holdings of over $863,000 
Beene 80%. 
jin in total Resources from $1,600,812 to 
$25 ,073—Over $900,000. 
A gain in Capital of over $300,000. 
A gain in Surplus from $230,000 to $604,000. 
i 15@ per cent. 
A gain in total Capital and Sete from 
$1,393,000 to $2,076,000. Nearly 50%. 
An increase in profits paid to Shareholders, 
of over $20,000, 
An increase in amount on hand available 
for Dividends of over $30,000. 

Isn’t this a great gain under the circumstances? 

Does it not show real strength under adverse 
conditions? Is not such a growth an assurance 
of stability at all times ? 

You cannot do better than place any funds you 
may have for income-investment or for accumu- 
lation with the Management of this Company. 


Preferred Shares pay 6% Guaranteed. 
Common Shares pay full Business Profits. 


NEW YORK REALTY OWNERS CO. 


Write for Booklet T. at 489 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 














Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 


Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 

unior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, ro or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid; 50 copies, 
10 cents each, not postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walinut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
























HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
. artshorn on labe' 
Get ‘* Improved,’’ no tacks required 


Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 








Relieve sore throat. Relieve 
Bronchitis and Asthma. Con- 
tain nothing injurious. 

















